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39 . He prayeth for mercy and forgiveness » 

** 

O Lord bless Mohammad and his A1 (family) and b'realc 
ayfay my appetite from every thing- forbidden ; and keep off 
my longing from every sin; and Testrain me from injuring 
every .true-believer male and female. 

O Lord and whatever creature slandereth me — (an act) 
which Thou hast made unlawful for him, and insulteth me — 
which Thou hast forbidden him to do, and then dieth and 
passeth away with my complaint against him, or I get a cause 
of complaint against him while he lives; then be pleased to 
forgive him that which he would suffer on my account, and 
pardon him the guilt which he bore by injuring me, and do not 
inform him of what he committed against me, and do not 
reveal to him the evil he did to me. 

And let my magnanimity in forgiving him and my voluntary 
charity to him, be the purest of charities of the charitable, and 
the highest of favours of those nigh unto Thee: And recom- 
pense me for my forgiving them with Thy pardon, and for my 
prayer in their behalf, with Thy grace; till every one of us 
becomes fortunate through Thy kindness, and every one of us 
achieves salvation through Thy favour, - , 

O Lord and whatever creature of Thy creatures there 
may be whom any hurt has overtaken from me, or any in- 
jury touched because of me or any any wrong ‘adhered to 
through me or on my account, and I have failed (to satisfy) 
his claim, or overlooked his complaint ; then bless Mohammad 
and his A1 (family) and reconcile him to me with Thy bounty, 
and satisfy his claim Thyself and thereafter guard me fiom 
what would necessitate Thy decree (against -me), and deliver 
me from what Thy justice would dictate; for verily my 
strength cannot endure Thy chastisement, and my power 
cannot bear Thy wrath: 

Because certainly, if Thou dost repay me j istly, Thou 
wouldst destroy me; and if Thou dost not shelter me with 
Thy mercy, Thou wouldst ruin me. 
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O Lord verily I beg of Thee, 0 my Lord, that thing the 
expenditure of which will not diminish Thee; and request 
Thee to bear that, the bearing of which will not overburden 
Thee; I request Thee to forgive my soul, which Thou didst 
not create, to avoid therewith some evil, or to find way there- 
by towards some benefit : 

But Thou didst create it to prove Thy power over the 
liko of it, and to use it as an argument in the case of similar 
creations. 1 

And I entreat Thee to bear such of my sins as are (too) 
heavy for me to bear, and crave Thy help in removing that 
the weight of which has crushed me : 

Therefore bless Mohammad and his Al (family), and 
pardon my soul despite its having worked to its own hurt, 
and commission Thy mercy to lift my heavy burden; For, 
verily, many a time hath Tliy grace adhered to tho wrong 
doers, and many times hath Thy pardon helped the unright- 
eous. 

Therefore bless Mohammad and his Al (family), and let 
me be tho foremost of those whom Thou hast raised with 
Thy forgiveness from the stumbling blocks of the erring, 
and whom Thou hast delivered with Thy grace, from the 
whirlpools of the guilty; so that I may become by Thy pardon 
an emancipated (slave) from the bondage of Thy wrath, and a 
slave freed by Thy goodness from the fetters of Thy justice. 
Verily if Thou do so O Lord, Thou wilt do it to one who doth 
not deny the justice of Thy chastisement, and doth not con- 
sider himself as being unworthy of Thy punishment: 

Thou wilt do, this O Lord to him, whose dread of Thee 
is more abundant than his expectations from Thee; and to 
him, whose despair of salvation is stronger than his hope of 


1. of Qumn, chap, iii verse 52. Verily, Jesus is an Adam in the sight of God. Ho 
created him of dust,: Ho thtn said to him, and he was. 
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deliverance: not.because bis despair amounteth to total despe- 
ration, or that bis hope proceedeth from delusion 1 ; but be- 
cause of the scarcity of his virtues admist his vices, and the 
weakness of his (excuses) tor all his crimes. 

1 But Thou O Lord destervest that the truthful 2 should 

. * 

not be vafti with Thee; 

•For verily Thou art the Great Patron, who doth not deny 
any one His grace, and doth not demand from any one His 
dues to the full: 

Far exalted is Thy remembrance above those that are 
remembered and more sacred are Thy names than all those 
whose attributes are proclaimed ; And Thy blessings 
are scattered amid st all creatures, and for this Thou deservest 
all praise O Sustainer of the worlds. 


h Vanity. 

2. Righteous. 
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40, A prayer whenever he heard of any one’s death 
whenever death was mentioned. 

O Lord bless Mohammad and his A1 (family), and save 
us from extended hopes, and shorten 1 th«m for us because 
of our good deeds, dono sincerely; so that we may not expect 
(even) the completion of one hour after another, nor the 
accomplishment of one day after another, nor the connection 
of one breath with anothor, nor the succession of one step to 
another ; 

And save us from their delusion, and give us security 
from their mischief. And fix Death before our eyes, perma- 
nently (as a fixture), aud let not our remembrance of it l>e 
intermittent. 

And let our service consist of good actions, whereby we 
may desire to return unto Thee sooner; and because of 
which we may long to join Thee quickly : 

So much so that Death may become our associate, 2 from 
whom we may derive comfort; aud our favourite whom wo 
may long for, and our next of kin to whom w<' may love to be 
nigh. And when Thou sendost it down ujkmi us, and briug- 
est it to us, then lot us be fortunate with it as a visitor, and 
familiar^ with it as a sojourner: 

And do not render us unfortunate in entertain* ng it and 
do not disgrace us with its visit. 

And let it be one of the gates to Thy forgivenoss, and 
one of the keys to Thy mercy: 

Let us die guided (righteous) not misled; obedient, not 
unwilling; repentant, not sinning, and not persisting in sin, 
O Surely for the reward of the righteous, and O Reformer of 
the actions of the corrupt! 

1 That is give us grace to work sincerely in Thy cause and be not deceived by hope 
and neglect our duties. 

.2- Lit “whereby wo may feel that onr return unto Thee was delayed.” When a man 
docs goo i duds i nd is Huro of reward ho io anxious to obtain it. ns soon us possible. 
The return unto ftod being the greatest reward lie warts for it impatiently. 
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O Lord bless Mohammad and his Al (family) and spread 


foi! me bed, of .Thy grace, and lead me to the watering 
place of Thy mercy, and take me into the midst of Thy 


. . ... . . 

And do not distress me -with refusal from Thee, and do 
not disappoint me with misfortune from .Thee, and do not 
punish 1 me for what! have committed, and do not dispute 
with me (about) whatS have earned; 2 


And do not reveal my secret, and do not divulge my 
hidden (act); and do not weigh my acions in the balance of 
of equity, and do not expose my reputation before the eyes of 
the crowd; and hide from them that thing, the revelation of 
which would be a disgrace to me; and conceal from them what 
would bring me to ignominy in Thy sight: 


Exalt my rank with Thy approbation, rnd perfect my 
dignity with Thy pardon, and place me among the companions 
of Thy right hand, and direct me into the ways of the saved, 
and let me be of the legion of the absolved, and make me a 
member of the assemblies of the righteous. Amen Lord of 
the worlds. 


1. Lit, do no take me as a pledge for my deeds ; i.e., do not oall me to aeeount for 
them* 

2. That is, my evil deeds. * 








( 191 ) 

42. When he finished a recitation of the Quran. 

OLord, verily, Thou helped' us to finish? Thy Book, 
which Thou didst cause to descend as a light; and instituted 
as a testimony -to the value of every book which Thou madest 
to descend; and gavest it excellence over every tradition 1 Thou 
didst narrate; and a distinction wherewith Thou didst .dis- 
tinguish between the lawful and the unlawful; and a reading 
whereby Thou didst express the ways of Thy command- 
ments; and a book in which Thou didst describe everything 
in proper detail for Thy servants and a revelation which 
Thou didst cause to descend on Thy Apostle Mohammad — 
Thy blessings on him and his A1 (family) — as it deserved (to 
descend). 

And ordained it . a light, by following which, we may 
guide ourselves through the darkness of error and ignorance; 
and a healing to him who giveth ear, with sincerity of under- 
standing, upon listening to it; and a just balance the 2 indicat- 
or of which doth not incline away from truth ; and a guiding 
light which is not withheld from the spectators ; and a banner 
of salvation which doth not mislead him who aimeth at its 
straight path, and the hands of perdition do not overtake him 
who taketh hold of its protecting handle. " 

O Lord since Thou hast favoured us with help in reading 
it, and hast adapted the roughness of our tongues to the beauty 
of its style, then let us be of those who observe its precepts 
with due observance, and adore Thee with submissive faith in 
its firm verses and seek Thy shelter by acknowledging its 
ambiguous verses and the meaning of its dear 

, O Lord Thou didst cause it to descend on /Thy Apostle 
Mohammad (Thy favours on him and his A1 (family) ifr brief, 
and didst inspire him with the knowledge of its.- wonders in 
detail, and didst make us heirs'- to his knowledge as regards 
interpretation, and gavest us excellence ovef those ignorant of 


X* lift mw narration, eon lion. 
2. w Lit The tongue. 
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its knowledge; and gavest us power over it, in order to exalt 
us above those unable to understand 1 it. 0 Lord therefore, 

ji 4 it, 1 ' 4 

as Thou hast made our minds to understand it and hast gra- 
ciously taught us its excellence, be pleased to bless Mohammad 
the preacher of it, and his A1 (family) its preservers and let us 
be of those who acknowledge that verily it is from Thee, till 
there may be no doubt in our minds when affirming its truth, 
and no uncertainty may lead us away from its straight path. 

{ * 

O' Lord bless Mohammad and his A1 (family), and make 
us of those who take hold of its string, and take refuge f rpm 
its ambiguities in the protection of its stronghold, 2 * and 
find peace under the shelter of its wings, and obtain guidance 
from the brightness of its light, and follow the lustre of its 
brilliancy, and acquire illumination from its lamp, and do not 
seelTdirection from any other than it. 

* * 

O Lord and as Thou didst through it make Mohammad 
a standard of guidance towards Thee; and manifested through 
his A1 (family) the paths which lead towards Thy approval; 
therefore, bless Mohammad and his Al (family) and let the 
Quran be a means for us to reach the most exalted stages of 
honour; and a dalder whereby we may climb towards the 
abode of peace; and a cause whereby we may be rewarded 
with salvation in the field of resurrection; and a means where- 
by we may advance to the delights of the everlasting abode. 

O Lord bless Mohammad and his Al (family), and let the 
burden of sin fall away from us on account of the Quran, and 
give us the beautiful habits of the righteous, and make us 
follow the tracks of* those who recited it to please Thee in 
the hours of the night and the extremities of the day; till 
Thou purgeet m from every taint, with its purification, and 
causet us to pursue the path of those who obtained light from 
its illuminatioh and whom hops did not lure away from 
action 8 so as to cut them off (from work) with its delusions. 

1. Lit to bear It* 

2. Lfr'JKp clear ywees. 

*gf i)oi£g good. 
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, O Lord blessMohammad and his A1 (family), and let the 
Quran be a eomp*nion to us in the darkness of the night, and 
a guard against the corruptions of Satan, and the presence of 
perlexities; ancf a restraint to our steps from moving towards 
sin; and a check to our tongues from plunging into wrong, 
without becoming dumb; and a preventive to our limb^from 
committing sin; and an opener of the pages of warning which 
our negligence has kept shut; till Thou bringest (horn a) to our 
minds the understanding of its wonders, and the prohibitions 
of its commandments (parables), which the firmly rooted 
mountains were too weak to bear, despite their firmness. 

O Lord bless Mohammad and his A1 (family), and with 
the Quran keep our outward conduct reformed forever and 
keep off with it the occurrences of perplexities from the 
health of our minds; and wash off with it the dirt of our 
hearts, and the stains of our sins ; and with it set right the 
disorder in our affairs; and quench with it our moonday 1 
thirst when we are presented to Thee, and put on us garments 
of safety on the most terrible day of our resurrection. 

O Lord bless Mohammad and his A1 (family), and make 
good with the Quran our poverty, by annihilating need; and 
direct thereby, excellence of happiness, 2 and abundance of 
prosperity towards us and restrain us therewith from blame- 
worthy habits, and low morals; and save us with it from the 
pits of infidelity, and the occasions of hypocrisy: till on the 
day of judgment, it may become our guide to Thy approba- 
tion and Thy paradise; and in the world, a check to us from 
provoking Thy wrath, and tresspassing Thy limits; and a 
testimony unto Thee, of (our) having observed its command- 
ment and prohibitions. 

O Lord bless Mohammad and his A1 (family), and at (the 
time of death) by means of the Quran, make easy for us the 
agony of separation of soul from body and the toil of moan- 


1. Distressing. 

2. Comfortable lifSng. 
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ing, and the succession of gurgles when the souls 1 shall reach 
the collarbones: And there 2 shall be a cry, “ who hath a 
charm to restore him” ? And the Angel of death shall appear 
from behind the curtains of mystery (invisibility) to seize it; 
and shoot at it horrible darts of separation, from the bow death; 
and mix for it, out of the venom of mortality, a cup of poison- 
ous taste: and our setting out and departure for the next world 
shall approach, and our actions shall become (neck) laces round 
our necks, and the tomb, shall be our resting place till the day 
of judgment. 

O Lord bless Mohammad and his A1 (family), and bless 
us in entering the abode of decay, and the long stay between 
the layers of the earth; and after leaving the world let the 
tomb be our best abode; and with Thy grace enlarge from us 
the narrowness of our graves; aud do not disgrace us, with 
our fatal sins, among those present at doomsday; and pity, for 
the sake of the Quran, our ignominious position when we are 
presented unto Thee; and make firm, thereby, our unsteady 
footsteps, at the trembling of the bridge of Hell, on the day of 
resurrection, and the intensities of the terrors of the day 
of judgment. 

And (brighten) our face at the day on which the counte- 
nances of the wicked, shall grow dark, in the day of regret 
and shame; and ordain in the breasts of the true believers, a 
love for us; 3 and do not ordain life (to be) miserable to us. 

O Lord bless Mohammad, Thy servant and Thy Apostle, 
as he delivered Thy message, and proclaimed Thy commands, 
and advised Thy creatures. 

O Lord, let our Prophet — Thy favours on bim and on his 
A1 (family)— on the day of judgment, sit nearest of all the 


1. Breath. 

2. The Quran Chapter 7ft the Redirection Verse 27. 

3. Of. the closing pan%ruj h of prater 26 aud the footnote on it. 
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prophets to Theo and be the most effective with Thee, with 
respect to intercession; and the most exalted of them nigh 
Thee, with regard to honour; and the most respectable of 
them in Thy sight, as regards dignity. 

0 Lord bless Mohammad and his A1 (family), and exalt 

his foundation, and magnify his argument, and make heavy 

his balance, 1 and accept his intercession, and make nigh to 

Thee his relation, and illuminate his countenance, and perfect 

his light, and advance his rank, and cause us to live according 

to his practice, and let us die in his creed, and keep us on his 

path, and make us walk his way, and let us be of those who 

are obedient to him, and resurrect us among his congregation, 

and bring us to his reservoir, 2 and cause us to drink of his cup: 

• 

And favour 0 Lord, Mohammad and his A1 (family), 
with a blessing, whereby Thou mayest confer on him, the 
best of what he could expect from Thy goodness, and grace, 
and bounty; verily Thou art possessor of ample mercy, and 
generous grace. 

O Lord reward him for what he delivered of Thy mess- 
ages, and dictated of Thy (verses), and advised Thy creatures, 
and toiled in Thy path, with the best of that with which 
Thou didst ever reward any of Thy angels nigh to Thee, and 
Thy prophets sent and choosen (by Thee): 

And peace be on him and on his A1 (family), the pure, 
the holy ; and the mercy of God and His blessings! 


1. With the important of his pood deeds. 

2. Hauj54-Ouwtlwr> the reservior of abnndance. 
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43. His prayer when he looked at the new moon. 

O thou, tho obedient, toiling quick creature, who passeth 
through the fixed 1 stages and moveth in the appointed 2 orbit 
I believe in Him, who illuminated with thee the darknesses, 
and enlightened b*y thee the ambiguities, and instituted thee 
one of the signs of His sovereignty, and one of the emblems 
of His authority : 

And published thy weakness with increase and decrease 

and rising and setting, the brightness and eclipse; in all this 

thou art obedient to Him, and ready observer of His will. 

* 

Holiness to Him ! How wonderful what he hath arrang- 
ed in thy affair, and (how) benevolent what He hath devised 
in thy case ! 

He hath instituted thee, key of the month newly arrived 
for new affairs. 3 

Therefore I pray unto God my sustainer and thine, and 
my creator aud thine, my predestinator and thine, my maker 
and thine, to shower blessings on Mohammad and his A1 
(family), and to ordain thee crescent of prosperity 4 which 
the days may not obliterate, and of purity which the sins 
may not taint; crescent of security from calamities and safety 
from wrong; 5 crescent of auRpiciousness having no misfor- 
tune in it, and of blessing unaccompanied by sorrow, aud 
prosperity unmixed with distress, and good unvitiated by 
evil; 

Crescent of security, and faith, and blessing, aud bene- 
volence, and safety 6 and Islam. 


1. The measured or predestined. 

2. The prearranged. 

3. Events. 

4. Blessings. 

5. E\ ils. 

6. Peace. 






O Lord bless Mohammad and his A1 (family), and let us 
be the most happy of those over whom it rose, and the purest 
of those who looked at it, and the most lucky of those who 
looked at it, and the most lucky of those who worshipped 
Thee *init. 

And give us grace therein, to repent; and guard us there- 
in from sin; and protect us in it from committing disobedi- 
ence to Thee; and inspire us in it with gratitude for Thy 
bounty; and clothe us, in it, with (armour) of safety; and 
finish for us Thy goodness therein, by perfecting (our) obedi- 
ence unto Thee; verily Thou art the most Benevolent, the 
Praiseworthy. 

And may Gtod bless Mohammad and his A1 (family), the 
pure, the holy: 


1. That is, in the new month inaugurated by the crescent. 
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44 . His prayer at the beginning of Ramzan the 
month of fasts. 

All praise is due to God who guided us to praise Him, 
and made us worthy of it, in order that we may be grateful 
for His goodness, and that He may, thereupon, confer on us 
the reward of the righteous. 

And all praise be to G-od, who conferred on us His reli- 
gion, and distinguished us with His creed, and conducted us 
into the paths of His goodness, in order that, through His 
grace, we may walk along them towards His approbation — a 
praise which He may accept from us, and on account of which 
He may be pleased with us. 

And praise be to God who ordained His month, the 
month of Ramazan, + the month of fasts, the month of Islam, 
the month of purity, the mouth of purification 1 and the 
month of standing up (for prayer ) 2 to be one of these paths; in 
which the Quran was made to descend, which is a guidance 
to mankind and contains clear instruction and distinction 
(between right and Wrong). 

And He manifested its superiority to all the other mon- 
ths, by all etting it abundant honours and celeberated excel- 
lencies: therefore, He prohibited in it what He had allowed 
in other months, in order to exalt it; and forbade in it ford 
and drink , 3 in order to honour it. 

And appointed for it a definite time, which the High 
and Glorious doth not permit to be anticipated before it, and 
would not accept if delayed after it. 4 

t Bamsan is one of the names of God. 

1. The idea is that the observance of fasts parities the observer physically and 
spritoally. 

2. L e., the month of Bamasan is specially suited for praying* 

3. The prohibition operates in day tine only. 

4. Except in the oas^ of those who bavin*? fai*e 1 to obs°rve the fasts of Rarrflwti 
owing to illness or travelling, are allowei to keep an etpuil member of tests in 
other months. 
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Then He give excellence to one of its nights oyer a thou- 
sanl months aul n 3 m 0 l.it tho night of Qd r lr, 1 whjr&n des- 
cend the angels and the spirit by' permission of thoir Lord, 
for every matter; peace of everlasting blessing till the dawn 
of the morning to whomsoever of His servants He will, ac- 
cording to the decree confirmed by Him. 

O Lord bless Mohammad and his A1 (family), and inspire 
us to know its excellence, and honour its dignity, and to abs- 
tain from whatever Thou hast forbidden in it; and help us 
to observe its fasts, by restraining our limbs from disobeying 
Thee and employing them in that which would please Thee: 

So that wo may not lend our ears to- any vain (speech), 2 
and may not direct our eyes towards any amusement : and so 
that we may not stretch our hands towards anything forbid- 
den, and may not step with our feet towards anything pro- 
hibited : and so that nothing may fill our bellies but what 
Thou hast made lawful, and our tongues may not utter any- 
thing save what Thou hast permitted; and we may cease to 
exert ourselves except in that which would bring uS nearer 
to Thy reward, and stop, doing everything . save that which 
would protect us from Thy torment. 

Then, purify all this from sliowiuess loved by the 
ostentatious, 3 and notoriety desired by seekers of fame; 4 (so 
that) we may not, in our worship of Thoe, join anyone bo- 
; ides Time, and may not, therein, desire any other object 
except Thee; 

O Lord bless Mohammad and his A1 (family),' and give us 
grace to perform timely the five prayers with due regard to 
their limits which Thou hast defined, and duties which Thou 
hast enjoined, and ceremonies which Thou hast-prescribed, 


1. Power, destiny — the Quran, Sura 97. 

2. Such as sinking etc. 

2. Lit. Those who desire their good dee is to bo s n en by oth. -s. 

4 . Lit Those who like their dee is to be ho,irl of by others. 




1 
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and times which Thou hast fixed; and in this respect, raise 
us to the rank of those who performed them 1 with success, 
who duly observed their essential points, who always per- 
formed them at (proper) times, in most perfect and complete 
purity and most evident and touching. 2 humility, according 
to the rul§3 laid down by Thy servant and Thy apostle, Thy 
favours on him and his A1 (family), concerning their bows 
and prostrations and all the other excellent (rites). 

And, O Lori, give us grace, in .this month, to show favour 
to our relations and do good to them, 3 and to take care of 
our neighbours with kindness and benevolence, and to purge 
our property of obligations, and purify it by giving the legal 
alms; and to call back him who deserted us, and be just to 
him who was unjust to us, and make ^aee with him who 
was hostile to us — far be it from us to reconcile him who is 
abhorred on account of Thee and for Thy sake ; for, verily 
he is an enemy whom we will never befriend, and belongs to 
the class with which we will never be on good terms : 4 5 

And give us grace, therein, 6 to approach Thee by means 
of pure deeds, whereby Tho mayest purify us of sins : 

And guard us, therein, from relapsing into blemishes, so 
that, none of Thy angels may have occasion to report unto 
Thee but such of our conduct as would (necessarily) fall 
under the heads of obedience to Thee and means of approach- 
ing Thee. 

O Lord I beg Thee for the sake of this month, and for 
the sake of him who adored Thee in it, from its beginning 
to the time of its closing, whether he belonged to the class 
of angels whom Thou didst advance to nearness, 6 or of 


1. The 5 daily prayers. 

2. Lit, thoroughly reaching the point or most expressive. 

8. 1. e., let us strengthen the of blood by showing favour and doing good to our. 
kindred and relations. ’ V * 

4. Lit clear. 

5. In the month of Ramzan. 

6. L e. Thy nearness. 
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prophets whom Thou didst send, or of pious servants whom 
Thou didst distinguish, to bless Mohammad and his A1 
(family) and make us, in this month, worthy of that which 
Thou hast promised to Thy friends out of Thy bounty ; and 
entitle us to that to which Thou hast entitled those who 
are most diligent in Thy service ; and place us in the class of 
those who deserve high and exalted (rank) by Thy mercy. 

O Lord bless Mohammad and his A1 (family) and restrain 
us from unbelief in Thy unity, and deficiency in glorifying 
Thee, and entertaining doubt in Thy religion, and being 
blind to Thy path, and neglecting to honour Thee, and being 
deceived by Satan, Thy enemy, the stoned one. 

O Lord bless Mohammad and his A1 (family) ; and since, 
in every night of the nights of this our month, there aro 
men 1 whom Thy pardon doth liberate, or whom Thy 
forbearance forgiveth, therefore, let us 2 be of these men ; 
and let us be to our month the best of people and compa- 
nions. 

0 Lord bless Mohammad and his A1 (family), and obli- 
trate our sins along with the disappearance of its crescent, 
and remove from us our penalties 3 with the expiration of 
its days : so that the month may pass away irom us, whilst 
Thou hast cleansed us, within it, of guilts, and purified us 
of sins. 

O Lord bless Mohammad and his A1 (family), and if we 
deviate in it 4 then sot us right ; and if we hesitate make us 
firm ; and if Satan, Thy enemy, overwhelm us then deliver 
us from him. 

O Lord fill this month with our worship of Thee alone, 
and adorn its moments with out service to Thee ; and help 


1. Lit;. Thou hast neck i. e. there are necks whom Thou dost liberate. Liberation of 
neok means freeing a bondsman, a slave, of. the English idiom there are so many 
hands in such and such an office, meaning men. 

2. Lit. Ijet onr neoks be these necks. 

3. Our pruaKits i e. penalties or punishment which we may be liable to suffer. 

4 In this month. * 
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* 

us in day time to observe fast, and at night to pray and 
beseech Thee, and humble (ourselves) unto Thee, and abase 
(ourselves) in Thy presence : so that neither its day may 
bear witness against us of negligence, nor its night of 
default. 

O Lord and let us be like this in all the months and 
days, as long as Thou keepest us ali\e ; and let us be of Thy 
righteous servants, who will inherit the paradise, wherein 
They shall live for ever ; and who do give what they give 
with a fearing heart ; for, verily, they shall return to their 
Lord : and let us be of those who are prompt in charity and 
excel therein. 

O Lord confer blessings on Mohammad and his A1 
(family), in every time and every moment, and in every 
condition, equal in number to the blessings Thou didst 
confer on whomsover Thou didst bless ; and many times 
more than all these — which no one may exhaustively count 
except Thee: Verily Thou art the best doer of what Thou 
resolves! ! 
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45. His prayer when bidding adieu to the month ' 

of Ramazan. 

0 God, 0 Thou who dost not desire recompense (for 
Thy favours), and dost not regret the gift Thou makest ; and 
O Thou who dost not requit Thy servant upon equal terms, 1 
Thy benevolence is a beginning 2 (of favours to follow), Thy 
pardon gracious, Thy chastisement just and Thy decree 
benevolent. 

If Thou gavest, Thy gift was not tainted with reproach ; 
and if Thou deniedst, Thy denial was not due to injustice. 

Thou rewardest him who thanketh Thee, whilst Thou 
Thyself hast inspired him with gratitude to Thee ; and Thou 
repayest him who praiseth Thee, whilst Thou Thyself hast 
taught him to praise Thee ! 

Thou drawest a curtain over him whom Thou couldst 
disgrace hadst Thou so desired ; and conferest favour on him 
whom Thou couldst refuse, hadst Thou so resolved— while 
both of them deserve disgrace and denial from Thee : 

But (the fact is), that Thou hast based .Thy actions on 
kindness, and makest Thy power work according to (the 
dictates of) forgiveness, and dealest mildly with him who 
disobeyed Thee, and allowest him time (to reform) who 
resolved to injure his own soul: 

With Thy forbearance, Thou waitest for them to return 
(to the right course), aud gavest up hastening them to 
punishment to make them repent, in order that such of them 
as deserve ruin may not be ruined against Thy will, and that 
the unlucky of them may not be deprived of Thy favour ; 
without (being allowed a sufficiently) long time so as to leave 
him no excuse, and after repeated warnings (so as to leave 


1., L e. does not deal with them aooording to their deserts. 

-2. Thou takest the initiative in showing favour, without the recipient having done 
anvthincr to deserve it. 
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t 

him no justification) (Thou hast adopted ' this course) O 
Kind and forbearing Master as a favour out of Thy forgive- 
ness, and out of kindness proceeding from Thy 'mercy. 

It is Thou who hast opened for Thy servants a gate to 
Thy pardon, and named it repentance panchhast' made one 1 2 of 
Thy revelations 1 a guide to this gate, that they may not go 
astray from it : For Thou hast said,— Stnay Thy Mrrie be 
blessed, — “ Turn to God with the turning of true penitence ; 
haply your Lord will cancel your evil deeds, and' 'will bring 
you into the gardens ’neath which the rivers flow, on the day 
when God will not shame the Prophet, 3 noi* those whodiave 
shared his faith : Their light shall run before them, and on 
their right hands ! They shall say, “ Lord perfect our light, 
and pardon us : for Thou hast power over all things.” 3 

,-v 

Therefore, what'is the excuse of him who neglected 'to 
enter this abode, after ^fie- opening of the gate and appoint- 
ment of the guide ? -- - ' 

And it is Thou who hast raised the price' against Thy- 
self, to the advantage of Thy servants, desiring their benefit 
in their commerce with Thee, and their success- ip waiting 
upon Thee and obtaining increase from Thee : 

For, Thou hast said, may Thy name be - BfesSed •; 
exalted : “ He who shall present himself with good works 
shall receive a tenfold reward ; but he who shall present' him- 
self with evil work shall receive none other than a like 
punishment : ” 4 And Thou hast said, “The likeness of 
those who expend their wealth for the cause of God, is that 
of a grain of corn which produceth seven ears, and in each 
ear a hundred grains ; and God will multiply to whom He 
pleasetli : ” 5 And Thou hast said, “ who is he that will lend 
to God a goodly loan? He will double it to him again and 


1. Messages in tho Quran, quoted below. 

2. Mohammad peace be upon him and his family. 

8. The quotation is from the Quran Chapter GO. 

4. The Quran Chap. G. 

5. The Quran Chap. 2, 
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again : ” 1 2 And other verses, in the Qm*an, similar to these 
hast Thou caused to descend concerning the manifold increase 
of (the fruit of) virtue. 

And it is Thou who hast, with Thy word proceeding from 
Thy hidden hnotdedge , 2 and with Thy inducement, wherein 
lies the gain of servants, guided them- to that which their 
eyes would never have perceived, hadst Thou concealed it 
from them ; and their ears would never have heard of it ; 
and their imaginations would never have reached it. So 
Thou hast said, “ Remember Me : I will remember you : 
and give Me thanks and be not ungrateful.” 3 And Thou 
hast added, “ If ye render thanks then will I increase you 
more and more : but if ye be thankless verily, right ter- 

rible My chastisement.” 4 5 And Thou hast further added, 
“ Call upon Me— I will hearken unto you : but they who turn 
in disdain from My service shall enter hell with shame.” 6 
So Thou hast named praying unto Thee, an act of adoration ; 
and the omission thereof hast Thou named obstinacy ; and in 
the case of abandoning it, hast Thou threatened with a shame- 
ful entry into hell. 

Therefore, they remembered Thee for Thy goodness, 
and thanked Thee for Thy graciousness, and invoked Thee in 
compliance with Thy command, and verified Ihy word 6 to 
obtain increase from Thee ; and therein was their deliverance 
from Thy wrath, and their success in winning Thy appro- 
bation. 

And were a creature to guide another creature, concerning 
himself , 7 to anything like that to which Thou hast guided 


1. The Quran Chap. 2. 

2. Or, disclosing Thy secret will. 

3. The Quran Chap. 2. 

4. The Quran Chap. 14. 

5. Tho Quran Chap. 40. 

6. This would be the translation if the reading be “ Saddoqu qaulakn ; ” but if it be 
“ toaiddaqu lakn ” the meaning will be, gave alms for Thy sake etc. The latter is 
the better reading. 

7. The expression “ min nafse he ” means “ concerning himself. ” The idea is that 
Gol gave us knowledge of His pleasure and displeasure and taught us how to win 
the one and avoid the other. 
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Thy servants, concerning Thyself, he would have been prais- 
ed by every tongue and applauded : 

Therefore, all praise be to Thee, as long as there exists 
any way to praise Thee ; and as long as any term of praise is 
available with which Thou couldst be praised, or any expres- 
sion that would serve the purpose I 

O Thou who hast favoured Thy creatures with bene- 
volence and "kindness and lavished on them goodness and 
bounty, 1 how manifest, amongst us, are Thy blessings ; and 
how perfect, upon us, is Thy favour ; and to what extent 
hast Thou particularly favoured us with Thy goodness ! 

Thou hast guided us to Thy religion which Thou hast 
chosen, and to Thy creed which Thou hast approved, and to 
Thy path which Thou hast made easy : And Thou hast 
shown us the way of approaching Tlieo, and the means of 
achieving Thy grace. 

O Lord and Thou hast ordained Ramazan 2 to be one of 
the most chosen of these duties and one of the most essential 
of these observances ; and Thou hast distinguished it from 
all the other months and chosen it out of all the other seasons 
and periods, and given it preference to all the times of the 
year, by having made the Quran and the light (of guidance) 
to descend in it, and by having increased the Faith, and by 
having enjoined in it the observance of fast, and by encourag- 
ing us to stand up for prayer (at night), and by placing in it . 
the glorious night of Qadr 3 which is better than a thousand 
months ; 


1. . Another version would be : — 

O Thou who deservest praise from Thy creatures on noeount of Thy benevolence 
and kindness to them, and on account of lavishing goodness and bounty on 
them. 

2. Meaning the fosts etc. of the month of B&maz&n. 

8. Power or mersurement ; so called because it is believed that in this night the share 
of each man’s subsistence etc. for the yoar is measured out and fixed. 
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Moreover, by means of this month, Thou hast given us 
superiority to all the other nations, and with its excellence, 
hast Thou distinguished us, in preference to the people of 
other creeds. 

Therefore, in compliance with Thy command, we kept 
fast in its day, and, with Thy help, stood up to pray in its 
night : presenting ourselves, by means of its fasts and pra- 
yers, for that which Thou didst offer to us out of Thy 
mercy, and for such of Thy reward as we found means to 
win : 

And Thou hast power over that for which desire is 
expressed unto Thee, Thou art generous giver of that which 
is begged of Thy bounty ; Thou art nigh to him who desires 
to approach Thee ! 

And, verily, this month stayed amongst us a praisworthy 
stay, and bore us righteous company, and gave us the most 
excellent benefits of the universe : then, verily it departed 
from us at the completion of its time, and expiry of its 
duration, and fulfilment of its number. 1 2 * 

Therefore, we bid it farewell as we bid good-bye to one 
whose departure is hard upon us and makes us sad ; and 
whose going away from us makes us feel lonely ; and whom 
we owe a responsibility which deserves to be cared for, and 
a reverence which ought to be observed, and a claim which 
should be satisfied : 

Therefore, we say : Peace be upon thee 0 great month 
of God, and O grand festival of His friends ; Peace be on 
thee O most respectable of times with which we associated, 
and O best ofmonths as regards days and hours : Peace be 
on thee O month in which worldly hopes diminished, and 
in which good deeds increased ; 8 Peace be on thee who was 


1. i. e. the number of Ha days. 

2. One rending is (Nnsfamt) were dispersed i« e, aboundoJ another anl bettor reading 

(Ynas-i rat) made easy i. % good defers nepmaAe easy. 
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a highly respected companion when, present, and whose 
absence was lamented when gone y Peace be cm thee O object 
of hope whose separation caused griefs Peace be ,on thee 
O comrade who became familiar on arrival -and, therefore, 
delighted us ; and made us feel solitary at departure and thus 
grieved us : Peace be on ' thee O neighbour wherein hearts 
grew tender and wherein sins diminished : Peace be on thee 
O helper who helped against the Satan, and companion who 
made easy the paths to goodness : Peace be on thee* how 
numerous were the f reedmen of God in thee ; and how 
lucky he who observed the respect due to thee I Peace be 
on thee what a great eraser wast thou of sins, and how great 
a cover wast thou to various sorts of blemishes ! Peace be 
on thee how tedious wast thou to the sinful, and how 
awful to the minds of the believers ! Peace be on thee O 
month with whom the other days cannot compete. Peace be 
on thee O month who was a peace in every matter. Peace 
be on thee whose company was agreeable and .whose associ 
ation praiseworthy ! Peace be on thee as thou didst come 
to us with blessings, "and didst wash away from*us the dirt 
of guilt. Peace be on thee who wast not dismissed on 
account of satiety and whose fasts were -not abandoned on 
account of tediousness. Peace be on thee who art desired 
(to come) before thy time, and art mourned over before thy 
departure. 

Peace be onTthee": how many evils were turned away 
from us owing to thee, and how many blessings were 
showered upon us -on Thy account ! Peace be on thee and on 
the night of Qadr which is better than a thousand months. 

Peace be on* thee: how much did we long for the® 
yesterday, and how intense will be our eagerness, for., thee 
tomorrow t ... 

Peace be on thee and thy excellence of which we have 
been deprived ; and Thy past blessings of which we have 
been stripped off. 
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O Lord* we are the people 1 2 * of this month with which 
Thou didst hdnour us, and for which Thou gayest us grace, * 
with Thy goodness, when the unlucky ignored its time and 
weredeprived of its excellence owing to their ill luck ; and 
Thou hast full power of preferably favouring us by giving us 
its 8 knowledge, and guiding us to observe its practice. 

And verily, by thy grace, we have achieved its fast and 
its prayers, 4 * though imperfectly ; and discharged, therein, 
(only) a little out of a great (obligation). 

Therefore, we praise Thee, O Lord, by way of acknow- 
ledging our misdeeds and admitting our wastefulness : And 
to Thee is due, from our hearts, strict repentance ; and from 
our tongues sincere apology : 

Therefore, reward us, for what we have suffered therein 
on account of default, with a reward whereby we may obtain 
the desired excellence ; and whereby we may be recompensed 
out of the various coveted stores (of Thy blessings) : 

And entitle us to Thy pardon for our failure in (the dis- 
charge of) Thy due : and extend the part of life we have 
before us so as to overtake the future Ramazan : and when 
Thou hast caused us to reach it, then help us to achieve (the 
performance of) that adoiution which Thou deservest, and 
cause us to render that obedience to which Thou art entitled. 

And cause for us a flow of good actions which may be a 
satisfaction of Thy dues in the two 6 months out of the months 
of time. 

O Lord, and whatever sin great or small we may have 
committed, or whatever guilt we fell into, and whatever 
wrong we did in this our month, either with deliberation on 


1. Or worthy. 

2. i. e. for the observance of whose fast Thou gavest ns grass. 

8. i. e. of Bamasan. 

4. Especially those performed at night. 

6. The month of Bamaaan to which we are bidding farewell, and the month of Bams* 

aan that will follow. 
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our part or inadvertantly, and thereby we injured our own 
soul or insulted the honour of others than ourselves ; then, 
bless Mohammad and his A1 (family) and cover us with Thy 
covering, and forgive us with Thy pardon *, and do not, 
thereby, expose us to th9 eyes of reproachers ; and do not let 
loose against us the tongues of insolent slanderers : and with 
Thy inexhaustible kindness and unfailing generosity, employ 
us in that which would remove and atone for what Thou 
didst disapprove from us, in this month. 

O Lord bless Mohammad and his A1 (family) and redi*e3S 
our suffering by means of this our month ; and bless us in 
the day of our festival and our break-fast ; 1 and let it be the 
best day that passed over us, the greatest attractor of pardon 
and the greatest eraser of sin ; and forgive us our sins known 
and unknown. 

O Lord purify us of our errors by the close of . this 
month, and extract us out of our evil deeds by its expiry ; 
and make us most lucky of its people on account of it : 2 and 
the most prosperous of them as regards dividend (of spritual 
profits) in it, and the richest of them as regards share from 
its blessings. 

O Lord whosover observed this month 3 as it ought to 
be observed, and preserved its honour as it deserved to be 
preserved, and obeyed its laws 4 as they ought to be obeyed 
and avoided his sins as they should be avoided, or approached 
Thee by proper (means of) approach, Thou didst entitle him 

to Thy approbation and didst turn Thy mercy upon him. 

« 

Therefore, giant us a similar reward out of Thy wealth ; 
and confer on us the double of it out of Thy bounty : For, 


1. The first day of the month immediately following Ramazan is called Id-ul fitr i. e. 
the Festival of breakfast, so cabled because the fasting season is over and people 
have to keep no fast till the next Ramazan. 

% .Most lucky of the people of Ramazan i. e. those who satisfactorily observed fasts 
throughout the month and performed other duties appertaining thereto. 

8. i. e. its fasts etc, 

4* Limits* 
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verily Thy bounty doth not diminish, and Thy stores suffer 
na loss — nay they. continue to bless ; and verily, the mines of 
Thy benevolence do not exhaust ; and certainly, Thy gifts 
are the most agreeable gifts., 

O Lord bless Mohammad and his A1 (family) and write 
down for us reward similar ,to the rewards of those who 
observed the fasts of Ramazan and adored Thee in it, till the 
day of resurrection. 

O Lord, verily, we repent unto Thee— in the day of our 
breakfast, which Thou hast ordained to be a festival and joy 
for the true-believers, and a (day of) gathering and congrega- 
tion for the people of Thy creed — of every sins we commit- 
ted, or wrong we did in the past, and of evil notions we 
entertained : the repentance of him who doth not secretly 
wish to return to sin ; and who will not, thereafter, revert to 
any guilt — a sincere repentance free from doubt and uncer- 
tainty. Therefore, accept it from us, and be pleased with 
us, and confirm us in it. 

O Lord give us the dread of the threatened punishment 
and the longing for the promised reward, till we get a fore- 
taste of that (happiness) which we beg of Thee, aud of that 
pain from which we seek Thy shelter : And let us be, in 
Thy sight, of those that repent, whom Thou hast entitled to 
Thy love and whose return to Thy service Thou hast ac- 
cepted — O most equitable ! O Lord forgive our fathers and 
our mothers and all the people of our creed, such of them as 
have passed away and such as are to come, till the day of 
resurrection. 

O Lord bless Mohammad, our Prophet, and his 
A1 (family) as Thou didst bless the angels, nigh unto Thee ; 
and bless him and his A1 (family) as Thou didst bless Thy 
prophets, whom Thou didst send ; and bless him and his 
A1 (family) as Thou didst bless Thy righteous servants, and 
(bless him) more than this O Lord of the universe, (with) a 
blessing the auspiciousness of which may reach us, and the 
benefits of which may comprise us, and on account of which 





( 233 ) 

our prayers may he heard: Verily, Thou art the most 
generous of those to whom requests are made, and the most 
sufficient of those on whom reliance is placed, and the most 
bountiful of those whose bounty is applied for;. 'and Thou 
hast power for all things f 
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46. A prayer he used to offer standing and facing 
the Qiblah, 1 2 * on the day c ? Jdtil Fitr, 2 after t, 

* finishing the regular service, 
and on Fridays. 

0 Thou who dost pity him whom the creatures do not 
pity ; • and O Thou who acceptest him whom the cities '* do 
not accept ; and O Thou who dost not scorn those having 
need 4 toward Thee; and 0 Thou who dost not disappoint 
those who cry unto Thee ; and O Thou who dost not reject 
those who rely on Thee ; 5 and O Thou who acceptest even a 
small offering made to Thee, and rewardest even the smallest 
service thatf is done for Thee ; and O Thou who art grateful 
even for the least obedience and givest great rewards in 
return ; and O Thou who drawest nigh toward him who 
approacheth Thee ; and O Thou who callest back to Thyself 
him who turneth away from Thee; and O Thou who dost not 
alter Thy blessing and dost not make haste to punish ; and 
O Thou who causest virtue to bear fruit so as to make it 
grow, and dost overlook vice so as to forgive it : The hopes 
returned fulfilled from the reservior of Thy generosity, and 
the vessels of requests got filled up with the profusion of 
Thy liberality, and the attributes failed to express Thy 
praise ! 


Therefore, unto Thee belongeth the most exalted rank, 
far above every height ; and the most majestic glory, far 
above every glory ! Every great one is small beside Thee, 
and every possessor of dignity is insignificant by the side of 
Thy dignity : 

Disappointed were- those that waited upon others than 
Thee ; and suffered loss those who presented themselves, 


1. The direction of Caabah, the moeque at Mecca, to which the Moslems turn their 
faces when praying. 

2. The festival of breakfast whioh takes place on the first day of the month following 
Ramazan. 

8. Those oast out by their community and exiled from their homes. 

4. Those who have to request Thee to satisfy their need. 

0. Lit. Then dost noc rejoct those who rely on Thee by smiting them on their 
foreheads. 
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Have those that presented themselves unto Thee ; and lost 
were all visitors except Thine ; and famin&;strik'en were the 
seekers after gain except those that sought profit from Thy 
bounty. 

Thy gate is (always) open for the willing, and Thy, 
bounty is not withheld from those that beg, and Thy 
redress is nigh to those that ask for redress : 

a 

The hopeful are not disappointed by Thee, and those 
who present themselves (unto Thee) do not despair of Thy 
bounty, and those that beg for pardon aro not rendered 
unlucky by Thy vengeance. 

Thy gift 1 extends (even) to him who disobeyed Thee, 
and Thy forbearance is ready for him who was inimical to 
Thee. 

It is Thy custom to do good to the wrongdoers, and it is 
Thy practice to tolerate the transgressors ; so much so that 
Thy forbearance hath lurel them aw ly from repentance, 
and Thy toleration hath kept them back from abandoning 
(sin). 

And, verily, Thou didst bar with them that they may 
return to Thy service, and gavest them time (to reform) 
relying on Thy eternal sovereignty. ' 

Therefore, those that were worthy of good luck 2 were 
confirmed in it by Thee, aud those that deserved ill luck 3 
were disgraced by Thee for that reason : 

All of them are moving toward Thy judgement, and 
their affairs are bound to return to Thy decree : 

Thy authority was not weakened by length of their 
duration, and Thy argument was not male ineffectual by 
delaying their punishment : 


1. Subsistence. 

2. On nceount of their virtue. 

U. Ou account of tluir vice* 
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Thy argument is too strong 1 2 to become futile, and Thy 
authority too firm to suffer decay \ 

Therefore, everlasting woe to him who turned away 
from Thee, and disgracing failure to him who was refused by 
Thee, and worst of lucks to him who behaved proudly with 
Thee. 

How protracted his suffering a in Thy torment, and how 
long his continuance 3 in Thy chastisement ! and now distant 
his term (of punishment) from deliverance ! and how hope- 
less he of the facility of escape ! — aM this being the result of 
the justness of Thy decree wherein Thou dost not oppress, 
and of the equity of Thy sentence wherein Thou dost not 
tyrannize : 

For, surely, Thou hast clearly set forth Thy arguments, 
and hast rendered excuses unavailable. 

And, verily, Thou hast given warning before hand, 4 and 
hast been kind in encouraging, and hast propounded parables 
and prolonged leisure : 

And Thou didst delay (punishment) whilst Thou hadst 
power to hasten it, and Thou didst tarry whilst Thou hadst 
power to be quick : 

Thy delay was not due to inability nor Thy toleration 5 
to weakness, nor Thy forbearance to negligence, nor Thy 
patience to complaisance. Nay, it was with a view that 
Thy argument may become more conclusive, and Thy gene- 
rosity more perfect, and Thy goodness more abundant and 
Thy favour more complete: All this was and it never 
ceased, and it shall ever continue and never cease ! 

1. Firmly established. 

2. Lit. subjection to changes. 

3. Lit moving aboat. 

4. Lit. threatened etc. 

5. The grunting of leisure. 
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Thy argument is too glorious to be completely described* 
and Thy Majesty too sublime to be intrinsically defined, ana 
Th^-blessings too manyio be^shaustively reck'bhdd^SQd Thy 
benevolence so abundant 'thare^e»"the least oifit <&nnot be 
thanked for sufficiently. 

" * * A % 

’ And Verily rilehce has rendered me unable to praise 
Thee, and ’want of practice 1 hath made me 2 unfit to glorify 
Thee : -The utmost I can do is to acknowledge mf' Helpless- 
ness and my humility — not willingly O Lord but owing* to 


*, _ * 

' ^Therefore, behold me now I resolve to approach -Thee, 

'and Beg of Thee handsome assistance ! 4 

>, - .Therefore, bless Mohammad and his A1 (family) land 
listen J» my secret (request), and answer my prayer, and do 
mot let-my day end in my disappointment, and do net - smite 
me on the brow by rejecting my petition, and let my "return 
from Thee and my coming back to Thee be honourable 

v ; Verily Thou dost not stint that which Thou resolvest, 
mor rirt Thou boweries^ to gi < afit "what is begged of Tired, and 
Thou, hast power over- all thingsV ✓- 

■,* - - - . N " ‘ - ’ - ‘ 

t . And there is no power anl no strength except from 
God, the High,* the Great ! * * 4 • , 


' 1« The word msnJ; may be translated as “ keeping back fronr doing anything.”*" * 

2. Or made me dnmb or caused me to forget, i. e. the w unt of practice has mode me 
dumb so that I cannot glorify Thee. 
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47. His prayer on the day of A rafah. 1 

Praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds ! Praise be 
to Thee O Creator of the heavens and the earth, Possessor of 
Glory and Honour, Lord of Lords, and God of everything 
that is worshipped 2 and the Crc ator of every cr a ure and 
Heir 3 to everything : 

There is no thing like unto Thee , 4 and the knowledge of 
nothing is hidden from Thee, and Thou surroundest every- 
thing, 5 and keepest watch over all things. 

Thou art God, there is no God but Thee, the One, the 

Alone the Single, the Unique ! 

• 

And Tnou art God, there is no God except Thee, the 
Gracious, the Bountiful, the Glorious, the Honourable the 
Great, the Exalted ! 

And Thou art God, there is no God but Thee, the High, 
the Exalted, the Master of mighty torment ! 6 

And Thou art God, there is no God but Thee, the Com- 
passionate, the Merciful, the Knowing, the Wise ! 

And Thou art God, there is no God but Thee, the 
Hearing, the Seeing, the Eternal, the Intelligent ! 7 

And Thou art God, there is no God but Thee, the 
Respected, the most Honorable, the Everlasting, the most 
Eternal! 

And Thou art God, there is no God but Thee, the First 
before every unit and the Last after every number ! 


1. The 9th of Zilhijjah, the month of pilgrimage, the last month of the Arable year ; 
so called because on that day the pilgrims halt at Arafat, a place about 12 miles 
from Mecca. 

2. e. g. the son, the fire, etc. worshipped by pagans. 

3. The final owner. 

4 . The prononn of the 3rd person has been changed into that of the 2nd person, in 
this and subsequent sentences. - 

L e. nothing is absent from Thy knowledge. 

6. Or power. 

7. Well-informed. 
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And Thou art God, there is no God but Thee, the nigh 
in Thy sublijnity, a^d the spblima in Thy . nearness ! 4 

.. And. Thou*. art God,, there Js f .no God hut. Thee,, the 
possessor of ail gooetndss, gloi*/, C £tnd ; ■ majesty, and -worthy of 
all praise! .. , . . , 

And Thou art God, there is no God but Thee, who 
didst create things without sijgg^tion, ■ andi^^b.§|j^pe>KhaH' 
ever Thou didst shape without anymodel^ an<f didst invent 
the things invented without fohowing auy eiainple. 

It 4 s Thou* who didst* measure- everything by proper 
measure, and didst make* everything easy as it deserved ; and 
didst manage everything? beside Thyself, as it required to be * 
mahAg&h . . ^ * i- 

** ft is Thotf whom 119 joint- worker helped ip' creating, nor 
did any vazir assist Thee in Thy affairs, nor was there any 
eye-witness with Thee, nor* peer. ^ ^ */“ 

-It is Thou- who „ didst resolve, and whatever Thou didst 

*. * m. * J 

reso&re was 4 firm ; and didst decree, ahd WttataverThbfe didst 
decree was just; and .didst command, and whatever Thou 
didsft’eommand was equitable! '✓*••',>* ,h,\\ , 4 \ 

+ e 

^ ^ I- 5* *" ^ 

.. It is Thou whom space 'doth not- contain, 'and no sove* 
reigu ' ever rose to dispute Thy sovereignty ; neither did 
any argument ever defeat Thee, nor explanation ! 

It is Thou who hast exhaustively counted all things, 
and hast fixed a duration for everything, and hast measured 
everything by proper measure. 

It is Thou whose personality imagination failed to reach, 
and reason failed to judge Thy quality, and eyes never per- 
ceived Thy whereabouts ! 

It is Thou who canst not be defined, for then Thou 
wouldst have been finite ; and Thou wast never compared, 
for then Thou wouldst have been perceptible ; and Thou didst 
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never beget, for then Thou wouldst have been (a thing) 
begotten! 1 

It is Thou who hast no opposite that may contend with 
Thee; and Thou hast no equal that may prevail over Thee, 
and no peer that may vie with Thee. 

It is Thou, who didst originate, invent, create and bring 
into being and didst make handsomely whatever Thou 
didst make. 

Holiness to Thee ! How sublime is Thy dignity, and 
how high among places is Thy place, and what a manifesta- 
tion of truth is Thy Furqan. 2 

Holiness to Thee O Gracious, how gracious Thou art, 
and O Kind, how kind Thou art, and O Wise, how knowing 
Thou art! - 

Holiness to Thee O Monarch, how powerful art Thou ; 
and 0 Bountiful, how liberal art Thou ; and 0 Glorious how 
exalted art Thou — the possessor of all beauty, and greatness, 
and majesty and praise ! 

Holiness to Thee ! Thou hast stretched forth Thy 
hand to do benevolence, and guidance is obtained from Thee. 
Therefore whosoever besought 3 Thee for any matter sacred 
or secular obtained Thy hearing. 4 

Holiness to Thee ! Whoever existed in Thy knowledge, 
bowed himself unto Thee 5 ; and whatever beneath Thy 
throne, humbled itself before Thy Glory; and all Thy 
creatures surrendered themselves to Thy obedience ! 

Holiness to Thee ! Thou art not perceived, nor searched 6 
for nor touched, nor brought near, nor removed to a distance, 


1, Vide the Quran Chapter 112 Unity. 

2. The Quran ao called because it points out the (farq) distinction between right and 
wrong. 

8. lilt. Sought Thee. 

4. Lit Found Thee. 

5. i. e. all the creatures, for everything exists in the mind of God. 

6. Or felt. 
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nor disputed with, nor oppressed, nor fought with, rjpr 
imposed upon, nor deceived ! 

Holiness to Thee ! Thy path is straight, and Thy com- 
mand righteous ; and Thou art Living and Wantless ! 

Holiness to Thee 1 Thy "speech is firm, and Thy decree 
inevitable, and Thy resolution decisive ! 

Holiness To Thee ! There is none to reject Thy will, 
and none to alter Thy words ! 

Holiness to Thee O possessor of manifest signs, Creator 
of the heavens and of life ! 1 

Praise be to Thee, a praise as lasting as Thy existence ; 
and praise be to Thee, a praise as enduring as Thy blessings ; 
and praise be to Thee, a praise to match Thy goodness ; 2 and 
praise bo to The- 1 , a praise that would increase Thy satisfac- 
tion ; and praise be to Thee a praise that would compete with 
the praise of every praisor, and a gratitude that would sur- 
pass the gratitude of every thanksgiver : 

A praise that would become none but Thee, and where- 
with none is approached except Thee : 

A praise which may secure the continuance of former 
(blessings), and whereby permanence of the future (rewards) 
may be requested : 3 

A praise that would go on multiplying with revolutions 
of the times, and would go on increasing by successive 
additions : 

1. Lit. Lis es or spirits, spritoal beings or oroatures having soul, or life generally. 

2. Or Thy workmanship. 

3. The pt ss lge may also be rendered as follows 

A praiso whereby permanence of i!a beginning may be secured and whereby its 
subsequent oontinnuneo may bo m 4 ue 3 ed.* 

The pronoun it refers to praise. 
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A praise which the keepers of accounts 1 would fail ’to 
count, and which would Exceed the record kept by the 
writers 2 * in Thy book : 8 

A praise that would suit Thy Supreme Arsh (Throne), 
and would become Thy exalted Kursi (Chair) : 

A praise whose recompense from Thee would be perfect, 
and whose reward would surpass 4 * every other reward : 

A praise whose outward would agree with its inward, 
and whose inward would harmonise with sincerity of the 
motive underlying it : 

A jnaise with the like of which no creature ever praised 
Thee, and whose excellence is known to none other besides 
Thee: 

Such a praise that he who endeavours to count it would 
be helped, and he who tries his best to reckon it exhaustively 
would be assisted : 

A praise that would comprise whatever Thou hast 
created of the praise, and would string together what Thou 
wilt create afterwards : 

A praise than which no praise would be nearer to Thy 
word, 6 and no praiser greater than him who praiseth Thee 
with it: 


A praise the abundance of which would entitle the 
praiser to further reward from Thy bounty, and to which 
Thou wouldst add increment after increment from Thy 
liberality.: 

A praise that would become the Honour of Thy counte- 
nance, and suit the Glory of Thy Majesty ! 


1 2. The angels who keep accounts and record of good actions* 

3. The tablet or book In which the records of deeds are kept. 

4. Comprise. 

*6. I e. The nearest approach to Thy praise in Thy s own words as set forth in the 

Quran. , 
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O Lord bless Mohammad and the A1 (family) of Mo- 
hammad, the elect, the chosen, the honoured who enjoy Thy 
nearness, with the most excellent of Thy blessings ; and 
confer on him the most perfect of Thy favours ; and favour 
him with the most auspicious of Thy mercies. 

* 

O Lord bless Mohammad and his A1 (family) with a 
holy blessing, than which no blessing would be more holy ; 
and confer on him and his Al (family) a growing favour 
than which no favour would be more growing ; and bestow 
on him and his Al (family) an agreeable blessing to which no 
other blessing would be superior. 

O Lord bless Mohammad and his Al (family) with a 
favour that would please him and add to his satisfaction ; 
and confer on him a favour that would please Thee and 
increase Thy approbation of him ; and bestow on him a 
favour except which Thou wouldst approve none other for 
him, and of which no other than him would be worthy in 
Thy sight. 

O Lord confer on Mohammad and his Al (family) a blessing 
that would surpass Thy approbation, and the continuance of 
which would depend on Thy infinite existence, and which 
would never die just as Thy words shall never die. 

O Lord confer on Mohammad and his Al (family) a 
blessing that would include the blessings of Thy angels and 
Thy prophets and Thy apostles and of those that obey Thee ; 
and would comprise the blessings of Thy servants belonging 
to the order of genii and men and those worthy of Thy 
answer; and would comprehend the blessings of all the 
species of Thy creatures whom Thou hast created and 
“brought into being. 

0 Lord bless him and his Al (family) with a blessing 
that would compass every blessing past and future ; and 
confer on him and his Al (family) a blessing agreeable to 
Thee and others besides Thee : and, moreover, create favours 
with which to double these blessings, at the same time ; and 
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with the passage of days increase them by growing incre- 
ments which no one would be able to count and number 
except Thee. 

0 Lord confer favour on the holy members 1 of his house, 
whom Thou hast chosen for Thy mission, and whom Thou 
hast made treasurers of Thy knowledge and guardians of 
Thy religion and Thy vicegerents in Thy earth, and Thy 
arguments to Thy creatures ; and whom Thou hast of Thy 
will, cleansed of impurity and pollution, with a thorough 
purification ; and whom Thou hast made to be the medium 
of approaching Thee and the guides 2 to Thy paradise. 

0 Lord bless Mohammad and his A1 (family) with a 
blessing whereby Thou mayest magnify for them Thy 
bounty and Thy grace ; and accomplish for them all things 
out of Thy gifts and additional favours, and increase for 
them the share of Thy rewards and benefits. 

0 Lord confer on him and them a favour having no 
limit to its beginning, and no bound to its duration and no 
termination to its continuance. 

0 Lord confer on them a blessing equal to the weight of 
Thy throne and whatever under it, and equal to the fulness 
of Thy heavens and whatever above them, and equal to the 
number of Thy territories and whatever under them and 
whatever between them,— a blessing that would bring them 
closer to Thee (as regards position) and would be to Thee and 
them a satisfaction and would always he linked to similar 
blessings. 

0 Lord, verily Thou didst, in every age, support Thy 
religion with an Imam, whom Thou didst establish as a 
sign for Thy servants, and a pillar of light in Thy cities, 
after having joined his string to Thine ; and Thou didst 
make him to be the means to Thy approbation, and didst 


1. See fit 1 introduction. 

2. Lit path. 
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enjdin obedience to him, and dissuade by threat from dis- 
obeying him ; arid didst command to obey his order and to 
refrain at his prohibition ; and that no seeker after prece- 
dence should seek precedence over him, and no seeker after 
succession should lag behind him : 

Therefore, he is the asylum of those who seek shelter, 
and the defender of the true-believers, and support 1 to .the 
adherents, and light to the inhabitants of the universe. 

O Lord, therefore, inspire Thy vicegerent with grati- 
tude for the favours Thou hast conferred on us through 
him ; and inspire us with similar gratitude for (having)) him 
(for our guide) ; and give him from nigh Thee well support- 
ed authority, and let him have an easy victory, and assist 
him with Thy most honourable support, and strengthen his 
baqk, and add power to his arm, and watch him with Thy 
eye, and guard him with Thy protection, and aid him with 
Thy ahgels, and succour him with Thy most victorious 
host ; and establish, through him, Thy Book, Thy defini- 
tions, 2 Thy laws, and the practices of Thy Prophet — Thy 
favours on him and his A1 (family) : — 

■ And revive, by means of him, the signs of Thy religion 
which the tyrants have abolished ; and scour off through him 
the rust of tyranny from Thy path ; and remove by him the 
hardship from Thy way, and banish those who go astray 
from Thy path ; and destroy through him those who wrong- 
fully robel against Thy straight way ; • 

A 

'And soften his 3 heart for Thy friends, and cause his 
hand to stretch forth against Thy enemies ; and grant us hi$ 
'kindness, *hfs lenity, v his tenderness and his compassion : 

- And nlake us listen to and obey him, and endeavour to 
’wm his- approbation, and be ready to assist 'mid defend him, 
And thereby Approach Thee and Thy Prophet— may Thy 
blessings descend on hhn and his A1 (family) O Lord ! 

1. Lit him ile, i. e. one on whom men may depen 1 f^r f.saistunue and support. 

2 Penal laws. 

S. The Imam's. 
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O Lord bless their friends who acknowledge their rank, 
follow their path, pursue their track, 1 depend entirely on 
them, are firmly attached to their friendship 2 , follow their 
leadership, are resigned to their will, endeavour to serve 
them, expect their days 3 , and strain their eyes towards 
them 4 , with blessings auspicious, pure, growing, following 
one another morning and evening : 

And confer peace on them and their souls, and let their 
aims be unanimous in virtue, and reform their conditions 
for their benefit, and accept their repentance ; verily Thou 
art the greatest acceptor of repentance, Merciful, and the best 
of forgivers : 

And, with Thy grace, let us be with them in the abode 
of peace, O most merciful ! 

O Lord, this is the day of Arafah, a day which Thou 
hast ennobled, and honoured and exalted, and wherein Thou 
hast spread Thy mercy, and wherein Thou favourest with 
Thy pardon, and wherein Thou makest magnificient gifts 
and thereby showest kindness to Thy servants : 

And O Lord I am Thy servant whom Thou didst favour 
before Thou didst create him and after Thou hadst brought 
him into being : 

Thus Thou didst make him one of those whom Thou 
didst guide to Thy religion ; and gavest him grace to dis- 
charge Thy due, and didst guard him with Thy protection 
and admit him into Thy host and guide him to Jove Thy 
friends and hate Thine enemies : 

Then Thou didst command him and he failed to obey, 
and Thou didst check him and he did not refrain ; and Thou 
didst forbid him from disobeying Thee, and he disobeyed / 


1. Lit. hold their handle, i. e. 

2. Are their staoneh friends. 

8. Days of their power. 

4. In expectation of their arrival and their command. 
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Thy command and did what was forbidden by Thee — not by 
way of enmity to Thee, nor contumacy against Thee ! But 
(because) his desire invited him to that from which Thou 
Hadst dissuaded^ and towards that from which Thou hadst 
threatened ! ' 

- ' 

And (Satan), * Thy enemy and his helped him in it, so 
he made attempt to do it, although he knew Thy threat, and 
hoped for Thy forgiveness and relied on Thy pardon ! 

And considering the blessings Thou hadst conferred on 
him, he was the fittest of Thy servants not to have done it ! 

And behold here I am, in Thy presence, humbled, dis- 
graced, beseeching, crying, afraid, — confessing the heinous 
sins with which I have burdened myself, and the great errors 
X have committed ! . - — -* * 

, , Seeking shelter in Thy forgiveness, betaking me for 
refuge to Thy mercy ; believing that no protector would 
protect me from Thee' and no defender would defend me 
from Thee ! 

Therefore, confer on me that protection which Thou 

dost confer on him who erred : and favour me with that 
• 7 * 

pardon with which Thou dost favour him who stretched 
forth his hand toward Thee ; and bestow on me that forgive- 
ness which Thou wouldst not deem too much to bestow on 
him who had hope from Thee ! 

And, in this day, allot ’me a portion whereby I may 
achieve a share of Thy approbation, do not turn me away 
■without that, with which such of Thy servants as worship 
Thee return (laden) L 

* r 

' \ 

And verily, though I have not “sent before hand n the 
good deeds sent i% advance, by them, nevertheless, X have 
advanced Thy Unity and denial of, opponents, equals, a’’d 

— ***-*!*. - * -. . J 

r * ^ 

# Vile the Quran Chupter V. ‘Verily Satan is openly your enemy.* 
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similars to Thee : and have come to Thee through the gates 
through which Thou didst command to come ; and have 
approached Thee with that, without which none can approach 
Thee: . 

And, moreover, I have reinforced this with repentance 
unto Thee, and abasement and humility in Thy presence, and 
with good opinion of Thee and reliance on what is nigh 
Thee! 

And I have coupled this with hope from Thee, which 
whosoever entertained was hardly ever disappointed : 

And I pray unto Thee like one contemptible, disgraceful, 
poor, needy, timid and seeking refuge; And, moreover, 
(I pray) fearfully, humbly, craving protection and imploring 
shelter ; neither puffed up with the pride of the haughty, nor 
lifted up with the conceit of the obedient, nor arrogant on 
account of the mediation of intercessors : 

And after all, I am the smallest of the small, and the 
most insignificant of the despicable, and like an atom or even 
inferior to it : 

Therefore, O Thou who dost not hasten to punishment 
the workers of evil, nor dost withhold Thy blessings from 
those brought up in comfort ; and O Thou who favourest the 
erring with pardon, and indulgest the guilty by allowing time 
(to mend), I have worked evil, I admit ; I have committed 
guilt, I have erred ; I am he who made attempt against 
Thee * presumptuously ; I am he who disobeyed Thee delibe- 
rately I am the man who concealed (my faults) from Thy 
creatures and committed them in Thy sight ; I am he who 
feared Thy creatures and felt secure from Thee ; 1 am he 
who did not fear Thy power and did not dread Thy wrath ; 
I am the transgressor against my own soul ; I am the one 
pledged to my penalties ; I am the possessor of little modesty 
and enduring distress ! 


Thy commands. 
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And for the sake of him whom Thou Wt ckoaeo. l\»om 
Thy creation, and for him whom Thou hast elected lor 
Thyself, and for the sake of him whom Thou hast selected 
from among Thy creatures, and whom Thou hast taken by 
preference for Thy mission : For the sake of him whose 
obedience Thou hast linked to Thine own ; and (for the sake 
of) him, disobedience to whom Thou countest as disobedience 
to Thee ; and for the sake of him whose love Thou hast 
placed nigh to Thine own ; and him whose enmity Thou hast 
fastened to Thine own, protect me, in this day of my life, as 
Thou dost protect him who crieth unto Thee expressing 
abhorrence of his sins, and seeketh shelter by asking Thy 
pardon repentantly ! 

And deal with me as Thou dealest with those who obey 
Thee, and those nigh unto Thee, and those of rank in Thy 
sight: 

And distinguish me with that by which Thou dost dis 
tinguish him who performed Thy command x , and exerted 
himself for Thee alone 1 2 , and endeavoured personally to win 
Thy approbation 1 

And do not call me to account for my default in serving 
Thee and transgressing Thy limits 3 and infringing Thy 
commandments ! 

And do not gradually 4 seize me by lavishing Thy favours 
on me, like the gradual seizing of him 5 who denied me the 
benefit of what he possessed, while he did not Join Thee in 
causing his blessings to descend on me : 

And rouse me from the sleep of the neglectful 6 , and 
slumber of the extravagant 7 and drowsiness of those for- 
saken by Thee : 


1. Fulfilled the covenant made with Thee. 

2. Lit. for Thy person. 

3. Thy definite laws, or penal laws. 

4. I. e. by receiving too many favours n man is apt to feel secure and neglect his 
duties, and thus become liable to punishment* 

0. As Thou wouldst gradually seize him. 

6. Negligent. 

7. Transgressors. 
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And guide my heart to that in which Thou didst employ 
thpse that pray, and by means of which Thou didst cause 
the devout to worship, and whereby Thou didst save the lazy 
(indolent) 1 

And save me from that which would remove me from 
Thee, and intervene between me and my share from Thee 
and restrain me from what I desire to obtain from Thee ! 

And make it easy for me to walk virtuously toward 
Thee, and to compete for excellence therein according to Thy 
command, and to persevere therein as desired by Thee ! 

And do not destroy me along with those who treated 
Thy threat lightly and whom Thou hast resolved to destroy ; 
and do not ruin me along with those who exposed themselves 
to Thy wrath and whom Thou hast decreed to ruin ; and do 
not annihilate me along with those who turned away from 
Thy paths and whom Thou hast determined to annihilate ! 

And deliver me from the severities of temptation, and 
liberate me from the jaws of calamity, and save me from 
seizure by lavishing favours ; and intervene between me and 
the enemy who would mislead me, and the passion that 
would ruin me, and the blemish that would overwhelm me ! 

And do not turn away from me as Thou wouldst turn 
away from him with whom Thou wouldst never be recon- 
ciled after Thy wrath ! 

And do not let me despair of hope from Thee, so that 
the despair of (obtaining) Thy mercy may overpower me ! 

And do not favour me with that which I have no 
strength to bear ; for then I would be crushed by what Thou 
wouldst lavish upon me of the excess of Thy love ! 

And do not let me go from Thy hand, like abandoning 
him in whom there is no good, and whom Thou dost not 
require, and for whom there is no repentance l 
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And do not reject me like rejecting him, who hath fallen 
from Thy regard, and who has been subjected to disgrace by 
Thee ! — Nay, catch hold of my hand, so as to prevent me 
from falling like those who fell into ruin, and from negli- 
gence of those who went astray, and from the error of the 
proud, and the fate of those that perished t 

And give me security from that with which Thou didst 
test Thy servants, male and female, of different classes ; and 
cause me to reach the destination of him whom Thou hast 
favoured, and on whom Thou hast conferred blessings and 
whom Thou hast approved; so Thou madest him live a 
praiseworthy life, and didst cause him to die a lucky death ! 

And put round my neck the collar of abstinence from 
that which would cause loss of good deeds and would take 
away blessings ! 

And teach my heart to avoid the evils of wickedness and 
the ignominies of sin ! 

And do not engage me in that which I cannot achieve, 
except through Thee, so as to give me occasion to neglect 
that except which none other would satisfy Thee with me 1 

And root out from my heart the love of sordid world, 
which prevents from (achieving) that which is nigh Thee, 
and keeps away from obtaining the means 1 toward Thee, and 
causes (men) to forget to approach Thee I 

And make it agreeable to me to commune with Thee in 
solitude, by night and day ; and give me a chastity that would 
bring me nearer to Thy fear 2 , and restrain me from com- 
mitting things forbidden by Thee and deliver me from the 
bondage of the great sins ! And grant me purity from the 
taint of disobedience, and remove from me the dirt of errors, 
and clothe me with the garment of Thy protection, and cover 


1. Le. the means of approaching Thee or winning Thy approbation. 

2. Make me realise the punishment Thou wouldst inflict in ease of disobedience. 



• — . » r.st- i*w ? 



plai. 

a$ja> 6W O&a^i 





(^331 


££* IS JI«c^ oSS5&. ±»X£\~±X- <3p liij i 



( 271 ) 

me with the mantle of Thy pardon 1 and enrobe me with the 
most perfect of Thy favours, and strengthen me with Thy 
bounty and goodness, and help me with Thy grace and 
guidance ! 

And help me to form good resolution, utter agreeable 
words and do praiseworthy deeds ! 

And, save Thy power and strength, do not entrust me 
to the care of my own power and strength ! 

And do not disgrace me at the day Thou wilt raise me 
(from the dead) to meet Thee, and do not put me to shame 
before Thy friends ! 

And do not let me forget to remember Thee ; and do not 
divest me of the sense of gratitude due to Thee ; but impose 
it upon me on occasions of oblivion, when the ignorant are 
forgetful of Thy favours ! 

And inspire me to praise Thee for what Thou hast con- 
ferred on me, and to acknowledge that with which Thou 
hast blessed me ! 

And let my love for Thee be above the love' of all the 
lovers, and my praise of Thee above the praise of all- those 
who praise ! 

And do not forsake me when I have need of Thee, and 
do not ruin me for what I sent toward Thee ! 2 

And do not turn me 3 away as Thou turnest away Thy 
enemies ; for verily I am obedient to Thee l 

I know that the argument is in Thy favour, and Thou 
art the most worthy to do kindness and repeatest Thy bene- 
volence, and deservest to be feared, and art worthy to forgive ; 


1. Safety. 

2 . L e. acts of disobedience to Thee committed in the past. According to another 
reading the meaning would be, “ do not ruin me by luvibking fu\ours on me ” 

3. Lit. do not smite me on the brow, (in oritr io riject). 
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and that it becometh Thee more to pardon than to punish ; 
and that Thou art more likely to screen (a fault) than to 
publish (it). 

Therefore, make me live a pure life that would include 
in itself what I denre, and would achieve what I love, in 
such a manner that I may not do what Thou hatest, and 
may not commit what Thou hast forbidden ! 

And make me die the death of him whose light walketh 
before him and on his right hand : and make me humble in 
Thy presence ; and cause me to be honoured by Thy crea- 
tures ; and degrade 1 2 me when I am with Thee in solitude, and 
exalt me among Thy servants ! 

And make me independent of him who is independent of 
me, and let my wants and needs toward Thee increase, and 
save me from reproaches of the enemies, and from visitation 
of calamity and from ignominy and sorrow ! 

And as regards my conduct that has come to Thy 
knowledge, screen me with a curtain with which he would 
screen who has power to seize, if he had no forbearance ; and 
he who can capture for crime, if he had no patience. 

And when Thou resolvest to try or afflict any people, 
then save me from it — I crave Thy protection ! 

And since Thou Jiast not placed me in a disgraceful 
situation ftajthis world, 3 then do not place me in a similar 
position hereafter. *'• ' ' 

And doubly for me Thy previous favours with subse- 
quent ones, and 1'hy past blessings with fresh ones 1 

And do not put me to strain with a tension that would 
harden my heart ; and do not afflict me with a calamity that 


1. i. e. give me a sense of my unworthiness when I eommune with thee in solitude* 

2. Lit. in Thy world. 

3. Lit. in Thy subsequent WQrld. 
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would take away my honour ; and do not rts-tt me with a dis- 
grace that would diminith my respect, nor with a blemish 
whereby my position may be ignored ! 

And do not smite me with a terror whereby I may 
become hopeless, nor with a fear that may terrify me (to 
excess). 

Let my dread consist in Thy threat, and my fear in Thy 
having left no excuse and in Thy warning, and my awe in 
reading Thy verses ! * 

And let my night be occupied by my keeping awake 
therein, to worship Thee ; and my loneliness with offering 
Tahajjud prayer unto Thee ; 1 and my solitude with peaceful 
communion with Thee, and laying my wants befoi*e Thee, 
and persistently beseeching Thee to deliver my neck from 
Thy Fire and to protect me from Thy tonnent which the 
people of hell undergo ! 

And do not leave me blind in my perverseness nor 
plunged in oblivion till the time of death ! 

And do not make me an admonition to those who seek 
admonition, nor an example of punishment to those who take 
warning, nor a temptation to those who meditate ! 

' And do not make me neglectful along with those whom 
Thou makest neglectful, and do not substitute another in my 
place, and do not alter my name, and do not change my body ! 2 

And do not make me a laughing-stock for Thy creatures, 
nor an object of redicule to Thee, nor a follower of anything 
save Thy will, nor employ me except in wreaking vengeance 
for Thee 1 

And make me intuitively feel the coolness of Thy 
pardon, and the sweetness of Thy mercy, Thy comfort, Thy 
consolation and the garden of Thy blessings ! 


1. The Tahnjjud prayers are those offered in the small hours of the night. 

2. The reference is perhnps to the change of skin for punishment* mentioned in the 
Quran. 
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And, with Thy boundless wealth, let me relish the taste 
of freedom from«care (that I may employ myself) in what 
Thou lovest, and exert myself in that which would bring me 
closer to Thee and nearer Thee ! 

And present me with one of Thy presents, and let my 
commerce be profitable, and my return be without loss ! 

And make me fear Thy position 1 , and eager to meet 
Thee; and let my repentance be sincere and acceptable, 
whereby Thou mayest leave no sin (unforgiven), neither small 
nor great ; and whereby Thou mayest remove eveiy blemish 
evident or hidden. 

And remove from my breast the grudge against true 
believers, make my heart tender to the meek, and be to me 
as Thou art to the righteous, and adorn me with the orna- 
ment of the pious, and ordain for me a truthful tongue 
among the future generations 2 3 and a lasting memory among 
the posterity ! 

* 

And take me to the field of the excellent bygones jf, and 
accomplish the perfection of Thy blessings on me and let 
their advantages to me bo repeated, and fill both my hands 
with Thy benefits and direct Thy magnificent gifts towards 
me! 


And make me a neighbour to the most holy of Thy 
friends, in the paradise, which Thou hast adorned for Thy 
chosen ones ; and enrobe me with Thy noble gifts,' in the 
abodes provided fo ■ Thy friends ; and let me have near Thee 
a resting place to which I may retire satisfied^ and a place of 
retirement wherein I may rest and cool my eyes ! 

And do not measure 4 me by my great sins, and do not 
ruin me at the day when secret acts shall be put to trial, and 


1. Not used here in physical sense ; has the same meaning as in the phrrsef * man of 
position 9 

2. Cf. The Quran ; i. e. be pleased to so ordain that the future gener itions may speak 
of me truthfully. 

3. i. e. men of bygone ages who excelled in piety and virtue. 

4 . According to another reading— do not pry into my great sins. 
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remove from me every doubt and uncertainty, and ordain 
for me a path to truth from every direction 1 

And increase for me the shares of gifts, from Thy 
bounty ; and enhance for me the portions of goodness, from 
Thy generosity ! 

And let my heart rely on what is nigh Thee ; and let 
my mind be free (from cares) to do what would please Thee ; 
and employ me in that in which Thou dost employ Thy 
chosen ones, and imbue my heart with obedience to Thee 
when the intellects are neglectful ! 

And grant me prosperity, and chastity, and comfort, 
and safety, and health, and opulence, and peace and security ! 

And do not annul my good deeds on account of their 
being vitiated with acts of disobedience to Thee ; and do not 
spoil my solitudes with tne occurence of corrupt thoughts 
as a test from Thee ! 

And preserve my countenance 1 from begging of any one 
of the people of the world, and restrain me from seeking 2 
what the wicked possess ! 

And do not let me be a supporter of tyrants, nor their 
helper and assistant in obliterating Thy Book ! 

And compass me, in a manner I may not know, with an 
enclosure whereby to protect me ; and open for me the doors 
of repentance to Thee, and of Thy mercy, and grace and 
ample subsistence ; verily I am one of those who beg of 
Thee! 

And accomplish for me Thy reward, verily, Thou art 
the best giver of reward ! 

1. Honour. 

2 HoquCbLing. 
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And ordain the rest of my life (to be spent) in making 
the Hajj and the Omrah (the great pilgrimage and the lesser) 
to achieve Thy approbation, 0 Lord of the worlds ! 

And may God favour Mohammad and his A1 (family) 
the pure, the holy ; and peace be on him and them for ever 
and ever 1 
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48 . His prayer at the festival of sacrifice 
and on Friday. 

O Lord, this is a blessed day and the Moslems are, 
therein, gathered in regions of Thy earth : such of them as 
have to beg, and those that seek after anything, and those 
that love anything and those that fear are all present, and 
Thou art attending to their wants. 

Therefore, I beg Thee, on account of Thy bounty and 
generosity and my request being easy for Thee to grant, ;'to 
b ess Mohammad and his A1 (family) : 

And I pray Thee O Lord, our sustainer, because unto 
Thee belongetn all sovereignty and all praise — there being no 
God but Thee, the Forbearing, the Generous, the Gracious, 
the Benevolent, the Possessor of Majesty and Glory, the 
Creator of the heavens and the earth, to amplify my share 
and portion of whatever Thou distributes! among Thy be- 
lieving servants of good, or safety, or blessing, or guidance, 
or grace to serve Thee ; or any other benefit Thou conferest 
on them and thereby guidest them toward Thee, or exaltest 
them, nigh Thee, in rank ; or, thereby, givest them any of 
the blessings of this world and hereafter ! 

And I beg Thee 0 Lord, for to Thee belongeth all so- 
vereignty and praise— there being no God except Thee, to 
bless Mohammad, Thy servant and Thy apostle, and Thy 
friend, and Thy elected one and Thy chosen one out of Thy 
creation ; and the A1 (family) of Mohammad, the righteous, 
the holy, the virtuous with a blessing which none would be 
able to reckon except Tfiee : and to include us among the 
righteous ones of Thy believing servants who prayed unto 
Thee, this day, 0 Lord of the worlds and to forgive us 
and them *, verily Thou hast power for all things J 

O Lord I have resol\ed to prefer my request to Thee, 
and have, this day, laid before Thee, my need, my want and 
my indigence ; and, verily, I have greater confidence in Thy 
forgiveness and Thy mercy than in my (good) actions ; and, 
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verily, Thy forgiveness and mercy are far more ample than 
my sins! 

Therefore, bless Mohammad and his A1 (family), and 
undertake to satisfy every want I have, because Thou hast 
power over it, and it is easy for Thee to fulfil ; and because 
I have need from. Thee and Thou hast no need from me* 

For verily, I never, never received any good, but from 
Thee ; and none other than Thee ever turned away evil from 
me ; and I do not expect (any good) to my interest in this 
world and hereafter, except from Thee ! 

O Lord whoever * may have determined and resolved 
and prepai’ed and become ready to go to a creature in expecta- 
tion of his gift and his bounty and in search of his favour 
and his reward ; — but toward Thee O my Lord, hath been, 
today, my resolve and my preparation, and my readiness in 
the hope of Thy forgiveness and favour, and in search of 
Thy bounty and reward ! 

0 Lord, therefore, bless Mohammad and his A1 (family), 
and do not, this day, disappoint me of my hope, O Thou 
whom no request can pi*eveut (from giving) and to whom no 
bounty causeth loss ! For, verily, I have not come to Thee 
relying, on my part, on any good deed I may have done in 
the past ; nor trusting in the mediation of any creature I 
may hope for, save the intercession df Mohammad and his 
Ahlu-bait (the members of his house) — Thy peace be on him 
and on them : 

1 have come to Thee confessing my sin and my having 
done evil to my own soul ; I have come to Thee, hoping for 
Thy great pardon, whereby Thou forgavest the erring: 
moreover, their long continuance in great sins did not 'pre- 
vent Thee from repeating Thy mercy and forgiveness to 
them ! 

Therefore, O.Thou whose mercy is ampler and whose 
pardon is great ! O Great ! 0 Great ! O Generous ! 


* Or, others may have etc. 
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O Generous ! bless Mohammad and his A1 (family) and favour 
me again with Thy mercy, and be kind to me with Thy 
graciousness, and extend to me Thy pardon ! 

O Lord, verily, this position belongs to Thy vicegerents 
and Thy chosen ones, and is the place of Thy trusted ones, 
in the exalted rank with which Thou didst distinguish 
them : People robbed them of it, and Thou hadst destined 
so, (Thy decree cannot be overruled, and there can be no 
departure from Thy appointed arrangement, in whatever 
manner Thou didst appoint and wherever Thou didst appoint : 
and Thou knowest this very well, without being charged 1 
in the matter of Thy creatures and for Thy intention) till 
Thy chosen ones, and Thy vicegerents were vanquished, 
defeated and deprived of their rights ! 

They see Thy commandment altered and Thy Book 
abandoned, and the duties enjoined by Thee twisted away 
from the directions prescribed by Thee, and the good prac- 
tices of Thy Prophet obsolete ! 

O Lord remove far away from Tby mercy their 2 3 ene- 
mies, of the preceding and succeeding generations, and those 
who approved their a doings, and their adherents and their 
followers ! 

O Lord confer blessings on Mohammad and the A1 
(family) of Mohammad — verily Thou art worthy of praise 
and glory ! — like Thy blessings, and Thy favours and Thy 
compliments to Thy chosen ones, viz. Abraham and the 
children of Abraham 4 ; and hasten for tliem Thy relief, 
comfort, assistance, power and support ! 


1. Knowledge and intention are different things. The knowledge of a thing does not 
make one the doer of it. The revered author, pence be upon him, says, ‘ i do 
not mean to reflect on Thee because Thy chosen ones suffered. ’ 

2. The pronoun refers to the Ahlu-bait. 

3. This and the two following pronouns refer to enemies. 

4. It should be remembered that Mohammad and his children being descendants of 
Abraham are included in “ the children of Abraham.” 








3h\ 

4^'<^*“^^t»i^i> C^lci ££o l»^il 

t&£g^£0fabjLJg& 
£%£>') £>\S lj^4CS l^"io^t^?JO)c^lcK 

£3 S15 

ci si&WS cr^cs£^\<l)\ju£^> 
(jp&&\ c>] .Xs£^j-Z Cs? vCMVs lj^~? i£t ojj 




( 289 ) 

O Lord and let me be of the Unitarians and of the beli- 
evers in Thee, and of those who verify Thy Prophet and the 
Imams, obedience to whom Thou hast strictly enjoined; 
(let me be) of those through whom and by whose hands 
these things continue.* Amen 0 Lord of the worlds ! 

O Lord nothing turneth away Thy wrath but Thy for- 
bearance, and nothing turneth away Thy displeasure but 
Thy pardon, and nothing can protect from Thy chastisement 
but Thy mercy, and nothing can deliver from Thee save 
humble entreaty unto Thee and before Thee ! 

Therefore, bless Mohammad and his A1 (family) and 
grant us, irom nigh Thee, O Lord, a relief with Thy power, 
with which Thou restorest the dead to life, and with which 
Thou revivest the dead cities ! 

And do not kill me O Lord with sorrow, until Thou 
grantest my request, and makest it known to me that Thou 
hast answered my prayer I 

And let me relish the taste of safety to the end of my 
life ; and do not let my enemy laugh at me ; and do not give 
him power over my neck, and do not give him dominion 
over me ! 

My Lord ! if Thou exalt me, then who is the person to 
degrade me ; and if Thou degrade me, then who is the person 
to raise me ; and if Thou honour me, then who is the person 
to disgrace me ; and if Thou disgrace me, then who is the 
person to honour me ; and it Thou torment me, then who is 
the person that would pity me ; and if Thou destroy me, 
then who is the person that would object to Thee in the 
matter of Thy servant, or question Thee concerning his 
affair ! 


And I know for certain that there is no inequity in Thy 
sentence, and no hurry in Thy chastisement : 


* Belief in Thy unity etc. mentioned above* 



• *• 
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And, verily, maketh haste he, who feareth failure ; and 
verily, it is the weak that .need to have recourse to injustice; 
whilst, Thou art far exalted above this ! 1 

O Lord bless Mohammad and his A1 (family), and do not 
make me a mark for calamity, nor a butt for Thy vengeance 
and let me have respite, and remove my sorrow, and forgive 
my fault : and do not involve me in calamity following in the 
track of calamity 2 , for, verily, Thou seest my weakness, 
and my want of resource and my humility before Thee ! 

O Lord, today, I betake me to Thee, for protection from 
Thy wrath ; therefore, bless Mohammad and his A1 (family), 
and protect me : 

And, today, I seek refuge in Thee from Thy displeasure 
therefore, bless Mohammad and his A1 (family) aud shelter 
me ! 


And I beg of Thee safety from Thy torment ; therefore, 
bless Mohammad and his A1 (family) and grant mo safety ! 

And I beg of Thee guidance ; therefore, bless Mohammad 
and his A1 (family) and guide me ! 

And I ask of Thee assistance ; therefore, bless Moham- 
mad and his A1 (family) and help me ! 

And I beg of Thee mercy ; therefore, bless Mohammad 
and his A1 (family) and pity me ! 

And I beg of Thee sufficiency ; therefore, bless Moham- 
mad and his A1 (family) and suffice me ! 

And I ask of Thee sustenance ; therefore, bless Moham- 
mad and his A1 (family) and give me subsistence ! 

And I pray unto Thee for help ; therefore, bless Mo- 
hammad and his A1 (family) and assist me ! 


1. Lit. exalted above jthis with a grand exaltation. 

2. Repeated calamities. 
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And I ask Thy pardon for my past sins ; therefore bless 
Mohammad and his A1 (family) and forgive me ! 

And I beg of Thee chastity 1 ; therefore, bless Moham- 
mad and his A1 (family) and guard me : For, vei’ily, I shall 
never return 2 to anything Thou wouldst dislike from me, if 
Thou will ! 

O my Lord, O my Lord, O Gracious, O Gracious, 
O Possessor of Majesty and Glory, bless Mohammad and his 
Al (family) and grant me all I have asked of Thee, and pray- 
ed Thee for, and desired from Thee : and resolve (to grant) 
it, and ordain it, and order it and issue it ; and let what Thou 
decreest thereof be good to me, and let me be blessed there- 
with, and favour me thereby, and make me lucky with what 
Thou gavest me thereof ! 

And let me have more out of Thy bounty, and out of 
the abundance of what Thou possessest : For, verily, Thou 
art Possessor of abundance, Generous ! And join this to the 
good of the next world and its blessings, O most Merciful ! 3 


1. Protection from sin. 

2. i. e never repeat offending Thee. 

3. After repeating this prayer, says the text ask for what you desire, and invoke 
blessings on the Prophet and his family one thousand times, for such was the 
practice of the Iipim— peace be on him 
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49. His prayer to avert the treachery of enemies 
and to ward off their violence. 

My Lord Thou didst guide me and I neglected ; and 
Thou didst advise me and my heart grew hard ; and Thou 
gavest me handsome gifts and I disobeyed ! Thereafter, I 
realised what I had committed, when Thou didst cause me 
to know it. So, I begged pardon and Thou forgavest ! 

Then, I repeated (the errors) and Thou didst conceal 
(them) 1 ! 

Therefore, my Lord, all praise is due unto Thee ! I 
plunged into the valleys of destruction and peneteratod the 
ravines of ruin, wherein I exposed myself to Thy wraths, 
and by entering which (I exposed myself) to Thy chastise- 
ments : 

And my recommendation unto Thee, is my belief in Thy 
Unity, and my intercession with Thee (the fact) that I never 
joined anything with Thee, and never took with Thee any 
other God : 

And verily, I have fled unto Thee with my soul, and 
toward Thee is the escape of the sinful, and the refuge of 
him who had wasted his fortune :!! and was in search of 
shelter : 

Thus, many an enemy drew against me the sword of his 
enmity, and sharpened for me the edge of his knife and 
whetted for me the keenness of its edge, and mixed for me his 
most deadly poisons, and aimed at me his unfailing arrows, 
and his vigilant eye never ceased to watch me, and he resolv- 
ed to inflict evil upon ine, and make me drink its most bitter 
cup : • 

* ' ». i ** + 

14 

And Thou didst look, my Lord, at my weakness to bear 
these heavy calamities, and my inability to take revenge 
from him who aimed at me his hostility, and my loneliness 


• Used in the spiritual seme i. e. who had wrougth the ruin of hie own aoul. 
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among the host of him who was hostile to me, and was wait- 
ing opportunity to inflict misery upon me, which I had never 
thought of : . 

/ 

So, Thou didst take the initiative in helping me, and 
girdled me with Thy strength ; then,, didst Thou render dull 
his keenness for me, and reduce him' to singleness after his 
having possessed numerical strength ; and gavest me the 
upperhand 1 over him and turnedst upon him the mischief 
he had prepared. 

- r 

Thu|i, didst Thou repel him, his grudge unsatisfied and 
his rage Uncalmed : .Verily he bit his hands and beat a ret- 
reat,, while his hosts deserted him ! 

And many a traitor deceitfully rebelled against me, and 
set up his snares to entrap me, and set his searching vigilance 
to watch me, and lay in ambush for v me like the beast of prey 
for his victim, waiting for the opportunity 2 . And he put on 
for "me the cheerfulness of flattery, while he regarded me 
with intense grudge. 

* 

So, when Thou sawest O my Lord — blessed art Thou 
and -exalted — the treachery of his nature and the evil of what 
he had conceived. Thou threw st him headlong into his pit 
and drovest him back, to the depth, Of his abyss. 

Thus, after his obstinacy, he fell disgraced into his trap 3 
in which he had longed to see mdr and the calamity which 
descended upon him, was .very ''near descending upon me 
were it not for Thy mercy ! '**'■ ’A ; 

And many an envious fellow got choked up on account of 
his wrath against me, and got suffocated owing to his rage at 
me, and harmed me with the keenness of his tongue, and 
slandered me by throwing out his aspersions, and made my 


1. Lit. raised ipy ankle o\ er him. 

2. * To pounce upon bin pray ’ should be added according to another readings 

& Lit evils of his net. 
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honour a mark for his arrows* 1 and put round my neck 
charges which perpetually clung to him . 2 and bruised me 
with (the spear) of his treachery and made me the object of 
his deceit. 

So I invoked Thee O my Lord, complaining unto Thee, 
trusting in the quickness of Thy answer, knowing that he 
who took refuge under the shelter of Thy protection could 
not be oppressed, and that he who took shelter in the strong- 
hold of Thy help could have no fear : and with Thy power 
Thou didst defend me from his violence ! 

And many a cloud of evil didst Thou disperse from me, 
and cloud of blessings didst Thou cause to rain down on me, 
and river of mercy didst Thou cause to flow, and safety didst 
Thou clothe me with, and eye of accident didst Thou render 
blind, and covering 3 of distress didst Thou remove ! 

And many a hope didst Thou turn out true, and want 
didst Thou satisfy, and fall from which Thou didst raise, 
and indigence which Thou didst turn away ! 

Thou didst all this by way of favour and graciousness 
on Thy part, and throughout all this I persevered in disobey- 
ing Thee ! ! 

My wickedness did not prevent Thee from accomplish- 
ing Thy benevolence ; nor did this restrain me from commit- 
ting things hated by Thee ! ! 

Thou art not questioned about what Thou dost ! And 
verily Thou art requested and givest, and takest the initia- 
tive even if not requested, and Thy bounty was asked for 
and Thou didst not stint ! ! 

Thou didst nothing, O my Lord, save goodness and bene- 
volence, kindness and favour: and I did nothing except 


1. Of slander. 

2. i. e. charged me with faults of which he himself was guilty. 

2. Curtain. 





( 301 ) 

plunging into things prohibited by Thee, and transgressing 
Thy limits, and neglecting Thy threat ! ! ! 

Therefore, all praise is due to Thee O Mighty who 
cannot be vanquished and O Possessor of patience who doth 
not make haste ! 

Such is the situation of him who acknowledges Thy 
abundant favours, and who requitted them with disobedience ; 
and bears witness, against himself, of having squandered 
them. 

Therefore, O Lord I approach Thee through the sublime 
Creed of Mohammad and the Bright Faith of Ali ; and pray 
Thee, through them, to shelter me from the mischief of 
(such and such). 1 2 

For verily this is not difficult for Thee in Thy 
opulence, nor hard upon Thee in Thy power : and Thou hast 
power over all things ! 

2 Therefore, grant me, O my God, Thy mercy, and Thy 
perpetual grace, which I may lay hold of as a ladder, where- 
by I may climb to Thy approbation, and whereby I may be 
safe from Thy torment, O most Merciful ! 


1. Here mention the name of enemy. 

2. Different reading. 

Therefore, O my Lord, grant me out of Thy mercy and Thy perpetual grace that 
which I may lay hold of. 
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50. His prayer in attitude of pious fear. 

* * i 

O Lord Thou didst create me perfect and didst rear me 
when I was an infant, and gavest me sufficient mourishmeni. 

O Lord, verily, I found in the Book 1 whioh Thou hast 
sent down, and by which Thou hast given good tidings to 
Thy servants, that Thou hast said: ‘‘ O my servants who 
have transgressed to your own hurt, despair not of God’s 
mercy, for all sins doth God forgive.” 2 « . , 

And, verily, in the past I did commit that which Thou 
art aware of, and' whicji Thou knowest better than me. 

Alas my disgrace due to what Thy record compriseth 
against me ! And were there not the opportunities which I 
hope from Thy pardon, which extends to all things, I would 
cei*tainly have let loose my hand 3 (to plung into ruin). 

v 

* And had any one the power to flee from his Creator, I 
would have been the most worthy to flee from Thee. 

And Thou art the Being from whom is hidden no secret 
(neither in the earth, nor in the heaven) but Thou findest it 
out : and Thou art sufficient as rewarder and sufficient as 
accountant. 

My Lord verily Thou would st, search me out if I flee, 
and capture me it" 1 run away : 

Therefore, behold, here I am prostrate before Thee, in 
humility and disgrace : 

If Thou punish me, verily I deserve it, and it would be 
an act of justice from Thee O Lord ; and if Thou forgive me, 
then Thy pardon has always been extended 4 to me ; and 
Thou hast always clothed me with Thy protection. 


1. The Quran. 

2 The Quran chapter 39 verae 54. 

3. i. e. on aooount of despair 1 would hare lost all self-control and plunged Into dis- 
sipation and min. 

if Lit. included or comprised me. 
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Therefore, I entreat Thee 0 Lord, by Thy names which 
are treasured-up, and by Thy glory which the curtains hide, 
to pity my impatient soul and my decaying, trembling bones, 
which Cannot bear the heat of Thy sun, then how shall they 
bear the heat of Thy fire ! And they cannot bear the roar 
of Thy thunder, then how shall they bear Thy wrath ! 

Therefore, pity me 0 Lord, for I am an insignificant 
man and my worth little ; and my punishment is not a thing 
that would add to Thy sovereignty an atom’s weight : 

And were my punishment a thing which would increase 
Thy sovereignty, verily, I would have begged of Thee 
patience to bear it, and would have liked that Thou shouldst 
have it. 

But Thy authority O Lord is too great and Thy sove- 
reignty too enduring to be increased by the service of the 
obedient, or to be diminished by the disobedience of the sinful. 

Therefore, pity me 0 most Merciful and forgive me O 
Possessor of Glory and Majesty, and accept my repentance: 
Verily, Thou art the most gracious acceptor of repentance ! 
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51. His prayer in meekness and humility. 

My God 1 praise Tliee, and Thou art worthy of praise 
for Thy benevolence to me, and for accomplishing Thy 
favours upon me, and Thy abundant gifts which I have ; and 
for the excellence Thou hast given me out of Thy mercy, 

and for Thy blessings on me which Thou hast accomplished. 

/ 

For, verily, Thou hast done me the goodness for which 
I cannot thank Thee enough. 1 

And were it not for Thy goodness to me, and the per- 
fection of Thy favours on me, I would neither have achieved 
the acquisition of my share, 2 nor the reformation of my 
soul. 3 

But Thou didst take the initiative in doing good to me, 
and gavest me help in all my affairs, and didst turn away 
from me the bitterness of calamity ; and didst keep off from 
me a dreadful doom. 

My Lord, thus many a bitter calamity didst Thou turn 
away from me, and many an accomplished favour with 
which Thou didst cool my eye, and many a noble gift from 
Thee do I possess ! 

It is Thou who answerest my prayer in my helplessness, 
and forgivest my error when I err, and takest for me my 
due from my enemies : 

I never found Thee parsimonious when I begged of 
Thee, nor morose when I resolved (to pray unto) Thee. 

Nay, I always found Thee a Ijptener to my prayers, and 
a grantor of my requests : and I found Thy favours on me 
perfect, in every one of my conditions and every moment of 
my life. 


1. I am unable to return thanks* 

2. Fortune. 
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Therefore, to my belief, Thou art praiseworthy, and 
Thy goodness to me is vast. 

My conscience, my tongue and my reason praise Thee — 
a praise which may express loyalty and real gratitude, — a 
praise that would be adequate to Thy approbation, of me. 

Therefore, deliver me from Thy wrath, O my defender, 
when the paths perplex me ! 

And O forgiver of my error, wert Thou not to cover 
my nakedness, verily, I would have been of the disgraced ! 

And O my supporter with Thy help, were there not 
Thy help for me, verily I would have been of the van- 
quished ! 

And O' Thou before whom the kings put the yoke of 
humility on their necks, and of whose wraths they are 
afraid ; and O acceptor of piety, and O possessor of beautiful 
names, I beg of Thee to forgive me and pardon me : for I 
am not innocent so as to make excuse, nor possessor of 
strength so as to seek redross, and there is no escape for me 
so that I may run away. 

And I ask of Thee forgiveness for my errors, and apo- 
logize unto Tliee for my sins, which have undone me, and 
have besieged and thus ruined me : From them I flee toward 
Thee, O Lord, repenting, therefore accept my penitence ; and 
seeking shelter therefore, shelter me; desiring refuge, 
therefore do not forsake me ; begging, therefore do not des- 
appoint me ; seeking protection, therefore do not abandon 
me ; praying, therefore do not turn me away hopeless ! 

I cry unto Thee, O Lord, in misery, humility, terror, 
fear, dread, poverty, and turn to Thee in helplessness 1 

I complain unto Thee, O my God, that my soul is too 
weak to be quick to win that which Thou hast promised 
Thy friends, and to avoid that with which Thou hast threa- 
tened Thy enemies : and (I complain) of the abundance of my 
anxieties and misgivings of my soul ! 
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My God, Thou didst not disgrace me on account of my 
secret intention, and didst not destroy me for my trans- 
gression : 

I invoke Thee and Thou answerest me, even though I 
be slow to obey when Thou callest me! 

And I beg of Thee everything I want ; and wherever I 
be, I disclose mr 'ecret unto Thee. For, I do not invoke 
any one besides Thee, nor do I entertain hope from any 
other than Thee ! 

I am ready at Tny call ! I am ready at Thy call ! 

TUj . nest to whomsoever complains unto Thee, and 
attendee m who trusts in Thee, and deliverest him who 
s°eks pi , • n from Thee, and turnest away evil from him 

who begs uf Thee refuge : 

Therefore, do not deprive me of the good of the subse- 
quent world and the previous, for meagreness of my grati- 
tude ; and forgive me what Thou knowest of my sins. 

If Thou chastise me, I admit, I am the unjust, the 
defaulter, the squanderer, the sinner, the delinquent, the one 
wanting in obedience, the negligent of my soul’s benefit ; and 
if Thou forgive me, verily, Thou art the most merciful ! 
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52. His importunate entreaty to the Lord. 

O God from whom nothing is hidden, neither in the 
earth nor in the heaven ; and how can that be hidden from 
Thee, O my God, which Thou hast created ? 

And how canst not Thou reckon that which Thou hast 
made? 

And how can that be absent from Thee which Thou 
dost regulate ? 

And how can he flee from Thee who hath no life, save 
by Thy gift ? 

And how can he escape from Thee who hath no path 
save within Thy kingdom ? 

Holiness to Thee ! Of Thy creatures, he who feareth 
Thee most, knoweth Thee best ; and the most humble of 
them before Thee, is the most diligent of them in Thy 
service ; and the most despicable of them, in Thy sight, is he 
whom Thou givest sustenance and he worshipeth other than 
Thee. 

Holiness to Thee ! He cannot diminish Thy authority, 
who joins others with Thee, and Jalsifies Thy apostles ; nor 
he who dislikes Thy decree, has power to set aside Thy 
sentence ; nor can he escape from Thee who denies Thy 
power ; nor can he evade Thee who adores others than Thee ; 
nor can he live, in the world, for ever, who is loathr to meet 
Thee. 

Holiness to Thee ! How great is Thy dignity ! How 
mighty Thy sovereignty, and how strong Thy power, and 
how effective Thy command ! 

Holiness to Thee l Thou hast decreed death for all Thy 
creatures ; for him who believes in Thy Unity and him who 
•denies Thee, and every one shall taste death and return unto 
Thee! 
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So Thou art blessed and Thou art exalted ! There is no 
God but Thee : Thou art alone, there being no partner with 
Thee l 

b 1 

I believe in Thee, and verify Thy apostles, and accept 
Thy Book, and deny all objects of worship besides Thee, and 
clear myself of him who adores others than Thee. 

0 Lord I rise in the morning and bring the day to close, 
under-valuing my services, acknowledging my sin, confessing 
my error. 

1 am disgraced for my transgressing to my own hurt 
my deeds have ruined me, and my lust has undone me and 
my appetites have robbed me ! 

' i 

Therefore, I pray unto Thee O my Lord, like him whose 
soul is heedless owing to his far-reaching hopes, and whose 
body is careless 1 because of the tranquility of his veins, 2 
and whose heart is captivated with the abundance of bles- 
sings conferred on him, and he thinks little of that which he 
is making for : 

I beg lik j him whom hope has overpowered, and whom 
lust has fascinated, and whom the world has subdued and 
who is under the shadow of death : 

I beg like him whose sins are innumerable, and who has 
confessed his errors : 

1 beg like him who has no Lord besides Thee and no 
patron except Thee ; and there is none to defend him from 
Thee, and there is no escape for him, from Thee, save 
toward Thyself ! 

O Lord, I beg Thee by Thy right which is obligatory 
upon all Thy creatures, and by Thy great name with which 
Thou ordered Tny Apostle to remember Thee, and by honour 


1. Unsen sible. 

2. On account of health. 
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of Thy Glorious Being which shall not decay, and shall not 
change, and shall not alter and shall not die, to bless Moham- 
mad and his A1 (family) and place me above want of every- 
thing by (engaging me in) Thy worship ; and entice away my 
heart from the world by causing me to fear Thee ; and re- 
ward me with the abundance of Thy bounty,- out of Thy 
grace: 

For, toward Thee do I flee, and Thee do I fear, and to 
Thee do I apply for redress, and from Thee do I hope, and 
unto Thee do I pray, and toward Thee do I flee for shelter, 
and in Thee do I confide, and Thee do I beg for help, and to 
Thee do I adhere, and on Thee do I depend, and on Thy 
Bounty and Generosity do I rely ! 
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53. His prayer to the Almighty in spirit of humility. 

My Lord ! my sins have silenced me, and my speech is 
cut off ; so Ihave no excuse to offer. For, I am the one 
imprisoned in my affliction, I am the one pieced to my deeds, 
I am the one moving to and fro in my guilt, I am the one 
who has gone astray from his right course, I am the one 
left behind (the caravan) ! 

Verily I have placed myself in the situation of disgrace- 
ful sinners — the situation of the unlucky who were bold 
against Thee, and slighted Thy promise ! 

Holiness to Thee ! What an imprudence 1 2 have I com- 
mitted against Thee ! and with what a deception have I 
deceived myself ! 

My Lord pity my falling face- downward, and the slip- 
ping of my foot; and pity my ignorance with Thy forbea- 
rance, and my wrong-doing with Thy goodness : 

For, I admit my sin and confess my error ; and this is 
my hand and my forehead, I humbly offer myself for ven- 
geance to be wreaked on me ! 

Pity my old age, and the termination of my days, and 
the approach of my death, and my feebleness, my poverty 
and my scarcity of resource ! 

My Lord, and pity me when my trace disappears from 
the world, and my memory is wiped off from among the 
creatures, and I be of the forgotten like one who is forgotten 1 

My Lord, and pity me at the change of my form and 
condition, when my body undergoes decay, and my limbs fall 
asunder and joints fall to pieces ! 

0 my heedlessness of that which shall be required of 
me 1 1 ! 2 


1. Or boldness have I been guilty of against Thue. 

2. An account of good deeds in which I have Wn wanting. 
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My Lord, and pity me at my resurrection and my rising 
(from the tomb) ; * and at that day let my place be with Thy 
friends, and my exit among Thy friends, and my dwelling in 
Thy neighbourhood, 0 Lord of the worlds ! 


* Lit. dispersion. The idea is that when the dead will be raised from their tombs 
they will disperse in various directions. 
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54, His prayer for removal of anxieties. 

O remover of anxiety, and undoer of sadness ! O Com- 
passionate in this world and the next and Merciful in both, 
bless Mohammad and his A1 (family) and dispel my anxiety 
and remove my sadness. O One ! O Alone 1 O Eternal ! 

O Thou who begetteth not, and who art 1 not begotten ; 
and there is none like unto Thee, preserve me and purify me 
and remove my distress. 

\ 

(Here repeat the verse of the Kursi (Throne), and the 
last three chapters of the Quran and say : — ) 

0 Lord I beg Thee like him whose want has become 
intense, and whose strength has diminished, and whose sins 
are innumerable : 

1 pray Thee like him who finds none to attend to his 
want, none to strengthen (him in) his feebleness and none to 
forgive his sin, except Thee O. Possessor of Glory and 
Majesty ! 

I beg of Thee a work on account of which Thou lovest 
the doer thereof ; and I beg of Thee a certainty because of 
which Thou benefittest him who is perfectly convinced, 
thereby, of Thy command being in force. 

0 Lord bless Mohammad and his A1 (family) and cause 
me to die in truthfulness, and cut off my interest 2 from 
this world, and cause me to love what be nigh Thee, in order 
to make me eager to meet Thee ; and give me grace to sin- 
cerely rely on Thee ! 

1 beg of Thee a record of past good deeds, and betake me 
to Thy protection from a record of previous bad ones : 

I beg of Thee the same fear which the pious have of 
Thee, and the same worship which the humble render unto 


1. In the text the pronoun of the third person is used of. the Quran chapter 112 
“ Unity. ’* 

2. Need. 
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Thee, and the certainty of those who rely on Thee, and the 
trust of the true-believers in Thee. 

O Lord let my earnestness in making my request be like 
earnestness of Thy friends in making theirs, and let my fear 
be s imila r to the fear of Thy friends ; and for Thy approba- 
tion, employ me in a work, whereby, I may not omit any 
item of Thy religion, through fear of any one of Thy 
creatures. 

O Lord this is my request, therefore, increase my ear- 
nestness in it ; and reveal therein, my excuse ; and teach me, 
therewith, my argument, and keep, therewith, my body in 
health. 

O Lord there are those who rise in the morning having 
others than Thee for objects of trust and hope : but verily, I 
rose in the morning having Thee alone for my trust and 
hope, in all my affairs. Therefore, order for me the best of 
them as regards result, and save me from misleading tempta- 
tions, by Thy grace O most Merciful ! 

And may God bless Our Lord Mohammad, the Prophet 
and the holy members of his house ! 
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HIS PRAYERS FOR EVERY DAY OF THE WEEK. 


55. For Sunday. 

With the name of God, except* whose mercy I hope for 
nothing; and I fear nothing save His justice, and trust 
nothing but His word, and do not cling but to His string. 

c 

Thee do I beg for shelter, O Lord of» forgiveness and 
approbation, from tyranny and oppression, and from the 
changes 1 of time and succession of griefs, and from termina- 
tion of life before preparation . 2 

And Thee do I beg for guidance to that in which there 
be reformation and improvement. 

And Thee alone do I pray for help in that whereby success 
and satisfaction may approach (me) . 

And Thee do I request for the garment of safety and its 
accomplishment, and the acquisition of peace and its per- 
manence. 

And I seek Thy protection, O Lord, from suggestions 
of the satans ; and with Thy povs er, guard myself from the 
tyranny of kings. 

Therefore, accept whatever be of my prayers and fasts, 
and let my morrow and thereafter be better than my present 
hour and day ; and make me respected among my kindred and 
community ; and guard me in my waking and my sleep : for 
Thou art God, the best preserver, and Thou art the most 
Merciful ! 

O Lord, in this my day and Sundays to follow, I clear 
myself in Thy presence, of ascribing partners to Thee and of 
infidelity ; and pray unto Thee sincerely to obtain Thy 


1. Accidents 

2. For journey into the next world. 
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answer; and render obedience to Thee, hoping for Thy 
reward : ' * 

Therefore, bless Mohammad, the best of Thy servants, 
the preacher of Thy right; and honour me with Thy digni- 
ty which cannot be diminished, and watch me with Thy eye 
which does not sleep ; and finish my affair so as to make me 
cut off from others * and rely on Thee alone, and terminate 
my • life in forgiveness— verily Thou art the Forgiving, the 
Merciful ! 

* Sever my dependence on others. 
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. ’ 56. For Monday.- 

Praise be -to God who called none to witness, when He 
created the heavens' and the earth, and took no assistant 
when He created the spirits. 1 * 

Never had He any partner 2 in His Godhead, nor was 
He ever helped in His' Oneness. 

The tongues 3 are unable to praise Him to the fullest 
extent, and* reasons 4 are incapable to know His essence,; and 
the mighty humble themselves before His Majesty, and 
their 5 faces are bent downward on account of His dread, and 
all the great submit to His Glory ! 

Therefore, unto Thee be all praise in increasing succession 
and unbroken continuance ! 

And may His favour be on His apostle eternally, and 
peace perpetually, for ever ! 

O Lord let, the first part of this my day consist in 
amendment, the middle of it in prosperity, and the last o£ it 
in success. 

And through Thee I seek refuge from a day which 
begins in fear, and the middle of which causes distress and 
which ends in pain. 

O Lord, verily, I ask Thy pardon for every vow I vowed, 
and every promise I promised and every covenant I made 
with Thee, and then failed to discharge it : 6 

And I pray Thee concerning wrongs done to Thy crea- 
tures ; therefore, whichever servant of Thine or handmaid of 
Thine suffered from me any wrong, which I may have done 


1. Living beings are meant 

2. Associate 

3. Beings having power of speech. 

4. Rational beings 

5. Lit. the faces. 

6. Lit. covenant I made, then failed to discharge it unto Thee. 
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to bis 1 person, or reputation or property or kith or off- 
spring ; or any slander whereby I may have spoken ill of 
him ; or anything I may have imposed on him on account of 
inclination, or passion, or force, or jealousy, or hypocrisy, or 
prejudice — he being absent or present, or alive or dead ; and, 
thereafter, my hand 2 become too short and my means too 
narrow to make amends to him or obtain his forgiveness': in 
that case, I beg Thee — O Thou who art the Lord of requests 3 
and They are obedient to Thy will and ready to conform to Thy 
wish — to confer favour on Mohammad and his A1 (family) 
and reconcile him 4 to me, by whatever means Thou choosest ; 
and let me have mercy from Thee : verily pardon causes 
Thee no loss, nor does bounty injure Thee, O most Merciful ! 

, O Lord grant me on every Monday two gifts from Thee, 
viz. good luck to obey Thee, at the beginning of the day, and 
the blessing of Thy pardon, at the end of it : 

0 Thou who art the only object of worship, and except 
whom none can forgive sins ! 


1. The pronouns he an i his m tins sentence in* India limit and female both. 

2 Pow i r 

3 i. e Thou h. st power t itlu r to grant or reject them. 

4. The injured person. 
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57. For Tuesday. 

Praise be to God — and praise is His due, as He deserves 
it — abundant praise ! 

I betake me to Him for shelter from mischief of my 
heart ; for, verily, the heart is very prone to evil, unless my 
Lord have mercy. * 

And I b9take me to Him for refuge from mischief of 
the Satan who adds sin to my sin ; and I guard myself, 
through Him, from every wicked tyrant, and oppressive 
king and overpowering enemy. 

.0 Lord let me be of Thy host, for, verily, Thy host — 
they are victorious ; and let me be of Thy band, for, verily 
Thy band — they are happy: and make me one of Thy 
friends, for surely Thy friends have no fear, nor shall they 
be sony. 

O Lord reform my faith for me, for, verily, it is the 
safeguard of my affair ; and prosper, for me, my hereafter, 
for, certainly it will be my place of rest, and to it will I 
retire from company of the wicked : 

And let my life be an enhancement of every good to me, 
and my death a comfort to me from every evil. 

O Lord bless Mohammad, the last of the prophets, the 
unit which finished the number of the sent ones ; and his 
A1 (family), the pure, the holy ; and his chosen companions ; 
and in this third day of the week, grant me three things, viz. 
leave me no sin unforgiven, and no sorrow unremoved and 
no enemy undriven, by Thee. 

With the name of Allah, the best of the names ; with 
the name of Allah, the Lord of the earth and the heaven, I 
drive away every evil, the first of which is His displeasure ; 
and desire to achieve every good, the foremost of which is 
His approbation. Therefore, let my existence end in Thy 
pardon, O Lord of Bepevolence ! 


The Quran chap. 12, verse 53. 
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58. For Wednesday. 

Prai&e be to God who ordained night (to t>e) a cover, and 
sleep (to be a mode of) rest ; and made day (to be the time of) 
dispersion. 1 

All praise be to Thee for raising me from my sleep, and 
hadst Thou wished so, Thou wouldst have made it everlast- 
ing, — a praise perpetual, unceasing, and which the whole 
creation would be unable to count by numeration. 

Praise be to Thee O Lord, for, Thou didst create and 
didst so, with symmetry; and Thou didst measure and 
dispose, and causest to (he and to live, and makest sick and 
restorest to health, and givest safety and dost afflict, and 
Thou art exalted above the Arsh (Throne) and art in full 
possession of sovereignty ! 

1 pray unto Thee like him whose cause is weak, and 
whose resource is cut off, and whose death has approached 
and whose worldly hope has shrunk, 2 3 and whose want for 
Thy mercy has become pressing, and whose regret for his 
default has grown intense, aud whose guilt and error has 
been too frequent and whose repentance unto Thee a is 
sincere ! 

Therefore, bless Mohammad the last of the prophets 
and the member's of his house, the pure, the holy, and let 
me have the intercession of Mohammad — may Thy favour 
bo on lnm and his A1 (family) — and do not deprive me of his 
company : verily Thou art the most Merciful ! 

O Lord, in the fourth day of the week, grant me four 
things : employ my strength in Thy servicev^and let my 
delight consist in Thy worship, and make me love Thy 
reward and cause me to abstain from that which would 
make me worthy of painful chastisement, from Thee : verily 
Thou art kind to whomsoever Thou wiliest ! 4 


1. For His creatures to seek their nourishment. 

2. Has diminished, is no longer far-reaching. 

3. Lit to Thy eountenan.ee> 

4. Certainly Thou canst do whatever Thou chooses! 
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59. For Thursday. 

All praise be to Q-od who removed the dark night, with 
His power, and brought the bright day, with His mercy ; 
and clothed me with His 1 light and gave me His 2 blessing. 

Therefore, 0 Lord since Thou hast kept me alive for 
this day, be pleased to spare me for other days similar to it ; 
and bless Mohammad and his A1 (family), and do not afflict 
me in it and in other nights and days for my having done 
things forbidden, and for my having committed guilt : and 
confer on me its benefit, and the benefit of what be in it and 
the benefit of what follows ; and turn away from me its 
mischief, and the mischief of what be iU'it and the mischief 
of what comes after it. 

O Lord, verily, I seek adherence unto Thee, through the 
guarantee of Islam ; and rely on Thee, through the honour 
of the Quran ; and seek intercession with Thee, through 
Mohammad, the chosen, may God bless Him and his A1 
(family) : thei*efore, 0 Lord recognise my guarantee, whereby 
I hop9 the satisfaction of my need, 0 most Merciful ! 

O Lord in the fifth day of the week, grant me five 
things, which none has power to vouchsafe except Thy 
generosity, and which none can afford save Thy bounty : a 
soundness, whereby, I may gain strength to serve Thee ; 
and a worship, whereby, I may deserve Thy magnificent 
reward ; and an immediate prosperity by means of fair earn- 
ings ; and guard me, on occasions of danger, with Thy pro- 
tection ; and place me under Thy defence, against future 
sorrows and anxieties. 

(O Lord) bless Mohammad and his A1 (family), and let 
my adherence to him be an effectual intercession, at the day 
of Judgement : verily Thou art the most Merciful ! 


1*2. The pronoun ,may refer to “day” and in that oaae “ita” should be 
substituted. 
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60. For Friday. 

Praise be to God who existed before the creation and the 
giving of life, and who shall continue to exist after all things 
shall have perished. 

The knower who forgets not him, who remembers Him, 
and does not diminish * him who gives Him thanks, and does 
not disappoint him who prays to Him, and does not frustrate 
the hope of him who places hope in Him. 

O Lord I call Thee to witness — and Thou art sufficient 
as a witness, and call all Thy angels, and inhabitants of Thy 
heavens, and bearers of Thy Arsh (Throne), and Thy 
prophets and apostles whom Thou didst entrust with Thy 
mission, and the various creatures whom Thou hast created, 
to witness, that I bear testimony that certainly Thou and 
Thou alone art God, there being no god but Thee ; Thou art 
alone, there being no associate with Thee nor peer ; and there 
is no untruth in Thy word, nor change : 

And that, verily, Mohammad — may God bless him and 
his A1 (family) — is Thy servant and Thy apostle ; he de- 
livered to Thy servants the message with which Thou didst 
entrust him, and exerted himself in the cause of God — the 
Honourable the Exalted — as it deserved, and he gave happy 
tidings of reward which was certain, and threatened with 
punishment which was undoubtedly true. 

O Lord keep me firm in Thy religion, as long as Thou 
keepest me alive ; and let not my heart deviate, after Thou 
hast guided me ; and let me have mercy from Thee : verily 
Thou and Thou alone art the Giver ! 

Bless Mohammad and his Al (family), and make us of 
the number of his followers and his adherents, and raise me 
(at the last day) among his band ; and give me grace to per- 
form the service of Fridays, and the duties Thou hast enjoin- 
ed on me for that day, and to win such of Thy bounty as 
Thou wilt allot to the deserving observers of Fridays, at the 
day of recompense. Verily Thou and Thou alone art the 
Mighty, the Wise ! 

* i. t. dots not dimmish His bltssing to the mun who renders thunks. 
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61. For Saturday.' 

“ Bismillah,” which, is the creed of those who seek pro^ 
tection, and the motto of those Who Want refuge ! 

*4 

And I betake me to the Exalted Lord for shelter from 
oppression of the tyrants, and devices of the envious and 
treachery of the wicked ; and praise Sim above the praise of 
all those who praise ! 

0 Lord Thou art the one without associate, and the 
king without being made a king : 

Thy command is unopposed and Thy sovereignty urn- 
disputed : 

1 beg Thee to favour Mohammad, Thy servant and Thy 
apostle, and inspire 1 me with such gratitude for Thy favours, 
as would enable me to reach the extreme limit of Thy appro- 
bation; and With Thy loving-kindness, help mo to serve 
Thee, and worship Thee regularly and deserve Thy reward : 

And favour me by restraining me from acts of disobe- 
dience to Thee, as long as Thou keepest me alive ; and give 
me grace to do that which would benefit me, as long as Thou 
sparest me ; and enlighten my mind 2 with Thy Book, and 
remove from me the burden of sin because of my reading it ; 
and favour me by keeping safe my faith and my life ; and let 
not those that love me, be frightened from me ; and accom- 
plish Thy goodness during the rest of my life, as Thou didst 
good (to me) during my past life, 0 most Merciful*! 


1 Lit allot me such etc 

2« Lit Widen my breast* 
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ADDITIONAL PRAYERS FOUND IN SOME COPIES 
OF THE SAHIFA. 


62. The Imam’s Tasbih, 1 

* 

Praise be to Thee O Lord, and I beg of Thee 1 mercy ! 

A - 

Praise be to Thee O Lord, and Exalted art Thou I 

Praise be to Thee O Lord, and Honour is Thy dress 1 , , 

Praise be to Thee O Lord, and Glory is Thy mantle ! 

Praise be to Thee O Lord, and Majesty is Thy argument ! 

Praise be to Thee O Great one how great art Thou f 

Praise be to Thee, Thou art praised in the High Heaven : 2 
Thou hearest and seests whatever under the earth \ 

Praise be to Thee, Thou art witness to every secret 
word ! 

Praise be to Thee 0 resort of eveiy complaint t 

Praise be to Thee, Thou art present in every assembly ! 

Praise be to Thee O Great Lord of hope ! 3 

Praise be to Thee, Thou seest whatever there is in the 
depth of the water ! 

Praise be to Thee, Thou hearest breathings of the fishes 
in the depths of the seas ! 

Praise be to Thee, Thou knowest weight of the Heavens ! 
Praise be to Thee, Thou knowest weight of the earths. 4 


1. Ta&bih the repition of * Subhan Allah , or * Subbmiaka/ 

2. The residents of the heaven i. e. angel* praise Thee. 

3. He has power to fulfil hopes. 

4. The different strata or territories axe meant. 
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Praise be to Thee, Thou knowest the weight of the sun 
and the moon ! 

Praise be to Thee, Thou knowest the weight of darkness 
and light ! 

Praise be to Thee, Thou knowest the weight of sunshine 
and air ! 

Praise be to Thee, Thou knowest weight of the wind, 
how much it be by atom’s weight ! 

Praise be to Thee ! Thou art Holy ! Thou art Holy ! 
Thou art Holy ! 

Praise be to Thee ! ’Tis is a wonder how he, who knows 
Thee, does not fear Thee ! 

Praise be'to Thee 0 Lord, and I praise Thee J 

Holy is my Lord, the Exalted, the Great ! - 
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63. His prayer in contemplation of Divine Majesty* 

All praise be to God, who is manifest to th,e hearts be- 
cause of His Glory, and is invisible to the eyes on account of 
His Majesty ; and rules over all things with His might. 

Therefore, no eye can be steady enough to see Him, nor 
can the imagination reach the essence of His greatness. 

He dominates with His greatness and majesty, and is 
robed in might and benevolence and glory : 

And He possesses holiness with goodness and grace, and 
-S elevated with just pride and nobility : 

And he is pleased with generosity and munificence, and 
is distinguished with light and illumination, peculiar to Him. 

He is the Creator having no peer ; and single having no 
partner (associate), and alone having no opposite, and He is 
the monarch having no match, and He is the God having no 
second 1 with Him, and He is the Creator having no partner, 
and He is the sustaincr having no helper : 

He is the First without decay, and the Eternal without 
being subject to death: and He is the Being without 
suffering : 

And He is the giver of satisfaction without bound, the 
author without limit, and the maker without anything : 2 

And He is the nourish er without assistant, and the 
Creator without difficulty, and the great worker without 
fatigue ! 

There is no bound for Him in space nor limit in time ! 

He always existed, and shall never decay, and shall 
endure for ever, and thus will He continue for ever ! 


1 It may mean duplicate. 

2. WithQut, any assistant, model or material. 






He is the God, the Living,, the Eterntft, t'He fiverendur- 
ing, the Everexisting, the Mighty the Wise ! - * \ m 

O Lord Thy insignificant .slave is in Thy- court; Thy- 
petitioner is' in Thy court, Thy beggar is at Thy threshold. * 

My Lord, the pious fear Thee alone, and' those who pray 
turn sincerely uijto Thee, fearing Thee and hoping for Thy 
pardon ! 

0 true object of worship pity the prayer of those that 
cry (unto Thee), and forgive the sins of the negligent, "and 
add to the goodness of the contrite, at the day of arrival in 
Thy presence, 0 Generous I 


# These wards snys the teit should be reputed threv limes. 
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64 . In memory of the Children of Mohammad, peace 

be on them all. 

% 

* i 

O Lord, O Thou who hast distinguished Mohammad and 
his A1 (family) with excellence, and favoured them with 
Thy mission, and distinguished them with Wasila (special 
advantage), and made them heirs to the prophets, and finish 
ed with them (the series of) the apostolical successors and 
the Imams, and given 1 them knowledge of the past and the 
future, ard caused the hearts of men to lean towards them ! — 
Therefore bless, O Lord, Mohammad and the holy members 
of his family, and do to us what Thou art worthy, .of. in 
matters sacred and secular : 2 verily, Thou hast power for 
everything ! 


1. Lit taught them. » 

2 Another version would be : — in matters relating to religion and to this world and 
hereafter , or simply, n religion and in this world and hereafter. 
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65. An invocation of blessings on Adam, peace 

be on him. 

1 And, 0 Ijord, bless Adam, the wonderful specimen of 
Thy creative power, and the first oi‘ earthly beings to ack- 
nowledge Thy Godhead, and Thy prime argument 1 2 * to Thy 
servants and Thy creatures (generally), and the guide to 
refuge from Thy chastisement, by means of Thy pardon, 
and the -walker on the paths of repentance unto Thee, s and 
the creator of connection between the creatures and the 
knowledge of Thee ; he whom, (owing to Thy favour on him 
and Thy pity for him) Thou didst teach that, owing to which 
Thou wast pleased with him ; the repentant who never per- 
sisted in disobeying Thee ; the foremost of those who humble 
themselves, by shaving his head 4 in Thy Baram : 5 who, 
after his fall, found way to Thy pardon by means of obe- 
dience ; and the father of the prophets who suffered in Thy 
cause ; and of all the inhabitants of the earth, the greatest 
endeavourer in Thy service : • 

Therefore, favour him O Compassionate, and let Thy 
angels and the inhabitants of Thy heavens and Thy earth 
(bless him), as he respected the things enjoined by Thee to 
be honoured, and guided us to the path of Thy approbation, 
O most Merciful ! 


1. This seems to be in continuation of the preceding one. 

2. Thy first messenger. 

S. The discoverer of the ways of repenting nnto Thee, 

4. The Mohammadens who perform pilgrimage to the Eaabah oomrrr Ibis euituta 
and shave their heads. 

5, The sacred territory of Meocs* 
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66. His prayer in distress and for pardon. 

My Lord let not my enemies laugh at me, and grieve not 
my friends and relations, on my account. 

, 0 Lord grant me a glance out of Thy glances, and there- 
by remove from me that with which Thou hast afflicted me* 
and cause me to regain the best of Thy favours to me. 

And answer my prayer and the prayer of him who prays 
unto Thee, sincerely ; for, .verily my strength has become 
weak and my resource has diminished, and my condition has 
become hard ; and I despair of what Thy creatures possess : 

Therefore, nothing is left (to me) but the hope of Thy 
restoring Thy past favours on me. 

My Lord, verily, Thy power for removing the condition 
in which I am, is as effective as Thy power for that, with 
w-hich Thou hast afflicted me : 

And, verily, the rememberance of Thy favours solaces 
me, and the hope of Thy reward and Thy generosity makes 
me strong : 

For certainly, I have never been without Thy favour, 
ever since Thou didst bring me into being ! 

And Thou O my Lord art my refuge and my shelter, 
and my protector and my defender, and compassionate to me 
and gracious, and the giver of nourishment to me ! 

* 

What has befallen me was latent in the disposition of 
things made by Thee, and the condition to which I am 
reduced existed in Thy knowledge : 

Therefore, O my Lord and my Master let my safety, 
and reformation, and my release from my present condition 
be of the things which Thou hast ordained, decreed and con- 
firmed, regarding me : 
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For, verily I do not expect any one besides Thee to 
remove this affliction, and in this matter, I do not rely ex- 
cept on Thee. 

Therefore, O Possessor of Glory and Honour, be Thou 
according to my good opinion of Thee, and pity my weakness 
and scarcity of resource, and remove my distress, and answer 
my petition, and forgive me my error, and confer this favour 
on me and on every ode who prays unto Thee 1 

O my Lord Thou hast commanded me to pray, and hast 
Undertaken to answer j and Thy pi’omise is true, wherein 
there is no falsehood and no alteration. 

Therefore, bless Mohammad, Thy Prophet and Thy 
servant, and such members of his house as are holy and 
listen to my complaint : for, Verily Thou art the rcdresSor of 
him who has no redressor, aud the champion of him Who has 
110 defender 1 

And I am the sufferer whom Thou hast Vouchsafed to 
answor and deliever from the evil in which lie might be s 

Therefore, answer me and remove my distress and dispel 
my anxiety, and change my condition to one much better 
than it formerly was. 

And do not reward me according to (my) merit, but 
according to Thy mercy which compasses all things, O Pos- 
sessor of Giory and Honour ! 

Bless Mohammad and his Al (family), aud listen to and 
answer (my prayer) 0 Mighty, O Mighty I 
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67. His prayer when afraid of anything. 

, < s 

My Lord nothing can turn away Thy wrath, but Thy 
forbearance ; and nothing can save from Thy chastisement, 
but Thy forgiveness ; and nothing can deliver from Thee, 
save Thy mercy and humble pi*ayer unto Thee ! 

Therefore, O my Lord, grant me relief, with Thy power, 
whereby, Thou revivest dead cities, 1 and wherewith Thou 
causest Thy servants’ souls again to rise : 2 And do not 
cause me to perish, and let me know Thy answer, O my 
Lord ! 

And exalt me and degrade me not ; and help me, and 
nourish me and give me safety from calamities. 

O my Lord if Thou exalt me then who can degrade me ; 
and if Thou degrade me then who can exalt me ? 

And, verily, I know, O my Lord that there is no in 
justice in Thy sentence, nor haste in Thy retribution : and 
he alone makes haste, who is afraid to lose the opportunity ; 
and it is the weak who have recourse to unfair means : 

And verily Thou art far exalted above this, O my Lord, 
with a grand exaltation ! 

O Lord, make me not a mark foi calamity, nor an object 
for Thy vengeance ; and grant me respite and remove my 
sorrow, and forgive me my error, and do not pursue me with 
auction ; for verily, Thou seest my weakness and want of 
resource. Therefore, give me fortitude, for Yerily I am 
weak and humbly beseech Thee ! 

And I betake me to Thyself for shelter from Thee, 
therefore, shelter me ; and apply to Thee for protection from 
every calamity, therefore, protect me : and through Thee, 


1. i. e. repopulatee rained and deserted cities, or clothes regions of the earth with 

fresh vegetation. * 

2 . i. e. restorest Thy servants to life* 
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I screen myself, therefore, screen me, 0 Lord, from what I 
fear and dread. 

* 

And Thou art Great, the greatest of all the great 1 By 
Thee, by Thee, by Thee I screen me 0 God, 0 God, 0 God, 
0 God, 0 God, 0 God, 0 God, 0 God, 0 God ! 

Let Thy blessings descend on Mohammad and the holy 
members of his_house, and abundant peace ! 








( 3G5 ) 

68. His prayer in spirit of seif-abasement. 

My Lord ! My Lord ! Thou art the Master and I the 
servant ; and can any one pity the servant except the 
master ? 

My Lord 1 My Lord ! Thou art the Honourable and I 
the ignominious, and can any one pity the ignominious but 
the honourable ? 

My Lord ! My Lord ! Thou ai*t the Creator and I the 
creature; and does any one pity tho creature save the Creator t 

My Lord ! My Lord ! Thou art the Giver and I the 
beggar, and does any one pity the beggar save the giver ? 

My Lord ! My Lord ! Thou art the Redresser, aud I 
the complainant; and does any one pity the complainant 
except the redresser ? 

My Lord ! My Lord ! Thou art the Eternal and 1 the 
mortal ; and do is any one pity the mortal save the eternal ? 

My Lord ! My Lord ! Thou art the Everlasting and 1 
the transient, and can any one pity the transient except the 
everlasting '! 

My Lord ! My Lord ! Thou art the Living and I the 
mortal ; and does any one pity the mortal except the living ? 

My Lord ! My Lord ! Thou art the Mighty aud I the 
weak, aud does any one pity the weak but the mighty ? 

My Lord ! My Lord ! Thou art the Wautless and 1 the 
needy ; aud does any one pity the needy but the wantless ! 

My Lord ! My Lord ! Thou art the Great and I the 
small, and does any one pity the small save the great. 

My Lord ! My Lord ! Thou art the Master and I the 
slave, and does any one pity the slave except the master ! 


The End. 







